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When the Russian military invaded
Ukraine in February this year, few of us
imagined that over 1,900 Ukrainians would
evacuate to Japan, which is more than 8,000
km away in direct distance from Ukraine.

The Foundation has been commissioned
by the Japanese government to arrange
accommodation and Japanese language
classes for Ukrainian evacuees who do not
have relatives in Japan, or who have relatives
but have difficulty receiving sufficient
support, immediately after their arrival in the
country.

After going through a matching process
(mediation with municipalities willing
to accept evacuees) by the Japanese
government, Ukrainian evacuees whose
acceptance is confirmed are transferred to the
relevant municipalities to start their formal
lives as evacuees in Japan, with adults
receiving employment assistance, school-
aged children and students admitted to local
elementary and junior high schools, and
high school and university students utilizing
various scholarship programs, etc., to start

their studies in Japan.



BP0 F — 7 EOJFEM L o fifi i 5 i
T TEY, #EMHOE LT LS T
b DRI KB e JUT L C0E S,

TRITMAT, BEEAILRAIHE T 3 4F
HiZmozian F AV REREEIL, K
EHRETHICESTHELTA, TOERYER,
HARFUCIETET 37 ANVRICRR S H Y,
RICH oI FBDRERGRETE (v T Iv )
Tld, —EDFEROBPILK % /-
BLTWETA, ZOOEANHHIT T4 LA~
DEF TN ZHITOT, ez RV TRE
L7z,

W7 54 FfEREDS 100 X — v P ALY
Kickafate 5157401, AMofiofH
FOLEREBD 21THEZ D> T F DiF Ik
LD, BRPT AL F—AHEZIEL,
BT X0 A2 U7 S R o s R o Rl % fig b
THZLITRLTAATRETIE RV EfELE T,

KEETIE, 77 74 FHERD S 7 o9 ke
REEZ &0, HOHRIEEHZ 31T
WBEHDEWIZoOWT, 7z, 1725 HE?
] ¥y XFyREOHLDHA
TOEDLLAZFPLHEMEICOWT, Hic, AV
RUTHRELTREI N, EEFLLTE
bL., ZORICHAICHRLLTHAREREL /&
o7 Ji A, BHE DR &R DIHZER L LT
EEZ X TVWERTRICOVT, FRFRDORE

The Ukraine crisis has also caused prices
of raw materials for food and energy to soar
globally, significantly impacting our lives as
price hikes.

In addition, the novel coronavirus
pandemic is now in its third year and has
not ended. This pandemic is caused by a
virus that exists in nature. Similar pandemics
in the past ended after spreading for some
years, and with each pandemic, the human
race established resistance to the virus and
overcame the crisis.

If the Ukraine crisis can be described as a
100 percent human-caused crisis, we believe
it is not impossible to work on stopping the
conflict with our philanthropic hearts and
sensible actions as humans to bring back
food and energy supplies and solve the
problems of refugees and evacuees caused

by the war.

This issue covers the evacuee problems
caused by the situation in Ukraine, in
addition to introducing the thoughts of
the people personally involved in refugee
support activities, the lives and challenges
in Japan of the Rohingya people, who are
referred to as people with “no country to
return to,” as well as the thoughts of a former
Cambodian refugee, who came to Japan,
resettled, became naturalized in Japan,
and obtained Japanese nationality, on his

activities as a player of traditional instrument
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from his home country.

In Chapter 1, we introduce Ms. Sahel
Rosa from Iran, who in addition to her
career as an actor, supports refugees
overseas and refugee status applicants (i.e.
asylum seekers) in Japan. The Foundation
interviewed Sahel in its 2020 edition of the
“Supplementary volume of Ai” (issued in
February 2021) where she spoke mainly
about her upbringing. This time, we asked
her about her experience supporting refugees

and refugee status applicants.

Chapter 2 is about our series “My Story,”
consisting of interviews with Rohingya
people living in Japan. We interviewed more
than one person, so we changed the title to
“Our Story” in this issue. The Rohingya
people once lived in western Myanmar, but
successive Myanmar governments have not
recognized them as their own citizens. In
recent years, their villages have been burned
down and many have lost their lives, so a
large number of Rohingya people escaped
to neighboring Bangladesh. Many remain
in refugee camps in Bangladesh today, but
there are, in fact, over 370 Rohingya people

living in Japan.

Chapter 3 is the “Learning manga” series.
In this issue, we will introduce in manga

format, our interview with Mr. Ishizawa
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(Cambodian name, Chhang Voeun), who
escaped Cambodia during its civil war more
than 40 years ago and eventually arrived
in Japan as a refugee and later became
naturalized in Japan. Mr. Ishizawa learned to
play the traditional Cambodian percussion
instrument “khim” during his stay in the
refugee camp and has continued improving
his skills after arriving in Japan. We asked
him about how he became a performer and
his interactions through his activities as a
performer.

Articles in this “Supplementary volume of

Ai” can also be found on our website.

We wish all of you a healthy, safe, and
peaceful year in 2023.

October 2022
All of the staff at the FWEAP
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Field of Refugee Assistance Activities and My Thoughts

INTRODUCTION
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Ms. Rosa has been actively sharing information about the current situation of on-site support
and the challenges therein through various media, including her books and My Small Land,

a fiction movie she appeared in about Kurds in Japan applying for the recognition of conventional refugee status.
Two issues ago, she spoke about the “education of foreign children in Japan,” including her own experiences.
In this issue, she shares her thoughts on the Ukrainian evacuees, refugee camps she had visited,
people who are applying for the refugee status in Japan,

and other topics through her unique, wide-ranging observations and keen perspective.
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INTERVIEWER Kazuhiko Anzai Advisor to the President of FWEAP
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Ryoko Kawai Manager of the Second Operation Division, FWEAP
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I focus on continuing to transmit my
message while believing in the energy
of the people who suppott me.
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Born in Iran in 1985, she lived in an orphanage

until age seven. She then came to Japan with her
adoptive mother at the age of eight. She started her
entertainment career while she was in high school.
Playing the lead role in the movie Cold Feet, which
was formally exhibited at various international film
festivals, she won the Best Lead Actress award at the
Milan International Film Festival (MIFF) in Italy.

In addition to her career as an actor, she serves as
a goodwill ambassador for the international NGO
Human Rights Watch campaign “a home for every
child” and has received a human rights award in
the United States for her public and private support
work. She hopes to continue to support refugee
camps, orphans, and street children as she travels the

world.
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The interview with Ms. Rosa on the “education of foreign children in Japan” can be found in
the supplementary volume of Ai published in February 2021. Access it from the 2D code on

the left.
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On Ukrainian evacuees
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At the start of the interview, we briefly explained the outline of support to Ukrainian evacuees
who do not have a guarantor in Japan that FWEAP provides through its affiliated Refugee
Assistance Headquarters commissioned by the government. We then asked Ms. Rosa to share

her thoughts.
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any Ukrainian evacuees want to work
but have a hard time finding a job due to
the language barrier. Many are at a loss trying
to figure out how to find a job in which they
can make use of their abilities. Ukrainians are
good at IT and graphic design. Those who were
working in such fields have skills that enabled
them to work with dignity in their homeland.
Needless to say, no refugee, including the
Ukrainians, wants to continue to stay outside
their respective countries forever. They are
originally people who have the ability to work,
so they feel a sense of guilt when receiving
continued support and worry that “there is
nothing [ can do here; I am worthless as a
human being.” If they went to Europe, they may
have been less frustrated by the differences in
language and customs, but in Japan, the hurdles
are much higher. I also frequently experienced
difficulties because I did not understand the
Japanese language and could not understand
the laws and systems here. Many Ukrainian

evacuees now coming to Japan are experiencing
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similar difficulties, which I can relate to.

Another problem is relatives and others who
directly provide support becoming isolated due
to insufficient public support. When the people
who are receiving support cannot see the light at
the end of the tunnel, they do not know whether
they should choose to start second lives here,
and when support for addressing such concerns
is insufficient, the uncertainty continues, which
increases the burden on the side that is providing
support.

The number of things that those who are
directly providing support cannot do is likely to
increase in the days ahead. Being involved in
support activities myself, I often feel that it is
very important to have the courage to say no at
times, even if you want to help people with all
of their needs. If the side providing support falls
apart, both sides will eventually break down.
Ideally, society as a whole should split up the

roles so that things that cannot be done by one
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I am concerned about how much people will still care about this issue

once people start to lose interest.
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person can be assigned to others who can.

Issues related to Ukraine are still seeing high
interest in Japan and often covered in the news.
Many articles about Ukrainian evacuees coming
to Japan can be found on social media. However,
I am concerned about how much people will still
care about this issue once people start to lose
interest.

While Ukrainian evacuees face struggles
getting used to living in this foreign land, at
the same time, having witnessed many tragic
events in their homeland, they must also be quite
traumatized. Despite such circumstances, they
are forcing themselves to smile as they make
every effort to get used to this place. Since some
may experience fear or nervous breakdowns
after some time, it is very important to provide
mental health care. However, it can be very
difficult to provide mental health care to people
who speak a different language. This is another
major challenge that will arise in the future.

I have heard that schools have set aside
time for special classes to teach the Japanese
language to Ukrainian evacuee children.
Times have changed, since there was little such
support when I was a child. However, from my
personal experience, children learn languages
very quickly, but parents must first work to
make a living before learning a language.
Therefore, while children gradually manage to
fit in, the parents are unable to blend in with

the community or to make friends and they



Field of Refugee Assistance Activities and My Thoughts Eﬁ E i j:g 0) iﬁ i’% t *A 0) ?'LE\ L \

ZLTFEBBEZINEZRTCWBDOT, %
BhiFminide, NI BETRHIBICKAICHE
AIETEATT L, TNEFETOEERDF
EHIZHBLTWR I ERATTD, HHIE
EH5RELTEZDZZENTERL, LWHhIE
BROBEBBEELATYT, B2z L TH&
ZI/ETVWDIALBEE--TWE L LNEY
AP, ZOREBTANEEBRELICENTE
A2BbBHWVWBATY, NI L T, BFEIC
BEEbL-TELTHEHL TLWIZEL P AL
H, E0LEIHTMEBBLTWLWAES2N D S
EBSATYT, ERENEBRTLERFI,HD
LTW2HELEZ4LAHDHDT, &ETCEINHNT
BASTLES>TWBEATY,

FELXOBDITN
HsIC YA A S

I T 7 — A2
Parents are more likely than children to

be unable to blend in with the community
and to feel isolated.

feel very isolated even after living in Japan for
several decades.

Children see this and try desperately in
their small bodies to grow up and to help their
parents. This applies to all refugee children.
They cannot live just the way they are. They are
victims of the times, so to speak. Those who
start a war and benefit from it may be enriched
but caught in between are people whose lives
have been destroyed. On the other hand, I
believe that bystander countries and people who
are not directly involved in the war also play
some part. Even if the people themselves do
not seem to be involved, governments are often

cooperating, so everything is connected.
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How I face the refugees
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Thus far, we asked Ms. Rosa to talk about people from Ukraine who are living in Japan as
evacuees as well as her thoughts on those who provide support and those who receive support,
including her own experience. Next, we asked Ms. Rosa how she faces refugees in the refugee
support activities in countries around the world that she is involved in.

,fﬁljzci‘ﬂciﬁfﬁ\ VUTHROFE L
HLABI ALKV DERADTIEE L
TWBATETN, PYRVIET o ETHB
ETLTWEL, EWSDH5DA 7D
EECMEEDEGRAN S, 47 v AldhHri
MEERF vy TICANTHE LR EFHA, ER
=ETEHY FEAN., WOORICHERD
EYVALTZRTBLAEE->TWVWT, ZTD3E
R BICEELONEDTT,

TNEZFWNICH, 2019 FIC#HRET v 7D
FICWHANTErEBEFEZBL TANT,
FPREFMIT D ENTEE L, REERE
PHEROHEROBN —RBAZBRI-EHEKL
FLIEN, CO—BAORICHERL2ENSF
NTWEEIFBIAARWATT R, BERTH%E
EbhbhizAzb, B LLFEESx v 727
EVENITSEZIT2 T2 bHEWAT
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ZOERICAZTERTTY, EHoldEX
FELHEDOT [BIbr A, FT<NTHY D
ED ] EEBTUCKEBL T<NZE LT

or example, I have been supporting a school
F in Jordan for Syrian refugee children for many
years. | communicate with the Syrian children
through video calls because due to Iran’s current
situation and its relationships with other countries,
Iranians are often not allowed into refugee camps.
A nation’s people are not synonymous with their
nation, but before one knows it, everything about
the status of a nation is on our shoulders and we
are made to bear its sins.

Fortunately, in 2019, an acquaintance in a refugee
camp in Jordan managed to get my application
through and I was able to visit the school. Recently
the UN announced that the number of refugees
worldwide exceeds 100 million, but I do not believe
this number includes all refugees. There are in fact
many lives that are not included in that number,
such as those who lost their lives along the way
as well as those who did not make it to a refugee
camp and whose whereabouts are now unknown.
Given such circumstances, only the children who
managed to arrive from Syria to Jordan could

enter the school. They are only children, so they
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welcomed me innocently, thanking me for coming.

Then, I had each of them write down their
dreams and what they want to tell the world on a
piece of origami paper. I brought back with me
these pieces of origami paper back to Japan and
asked a designer of brand to make a dress. This
was to keep the promise I made to them that I
would share their voices with the world. Since they
lamented that “in the end, our voices do not reach
the world,” I got a model to wear the dress made
out of their messages and drawings and to walk
down a runway in order to share their voices with
the world.

Their messages and drawings are all about
suffering and tears. Though their faces may be
smiling, they are all crying in their hearts. It is
understandable as they had a life and a home but
now live in tents and prefabricated houses. Some
women have even become the victims of sex
crimes, but there is no one who handles what goes
on inside the refugee camps, leaving the people

there to suffer greatly.
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A bouquet of words from Ms. Rosa, who hopes to bring
vitality and life insights fo those who feel isolated, distressed,
and mentally exhausted. Raised in an orphanage and having
lived through extraordinary times before challenging herself
in various activities, her every word encourages those who
read this impressive book with kindness and strength. The
exchanges with a Syrian girl from the school in Jordan
mentioned in this issue are described in detail in Chapter 8;
“Bouquet 08” of her book Bouquet of Words.
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The movie My Small Land (released in May 2022), in which Ms. Rosa appears, is about a
Kurdish family applying for the recognition of refugee status and sheds light on problems related
to the refugee recognition status and the status of provisional release in Japan. We asked
Ms. Rosa about her playing the role of main character’s aunt and what she wanted to convey

through the movie.
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his spring, I met some refugee status
T applicants who are currently under
provisional release. I am not a reporter, but
I start by engaging with and learning about
people’s current situations to explore what I can
do for them. I certainly cannot help everyone. In
fact, my hands are full helping the children and
Kurdish families that I currently support.

I believe that while many people today have
their hands full, among them are also many
who are thinking about doing something yet
do not know where to start. Additionally,
businesspeople wearing the SDGs as a badge
are probably not merely doing so for fashion
but because they can expect some benefits
from it. For those who receive their support,
harnessing those ideas of businesses is an
important strategy. That is why there must be
someone providing information to both; the side
providing support and the side receiving support
and thus bridging the two.

I have been personally taking part in activities

to serve as such a bridge. For example, one
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family has a child with a heart disease. The
surgery will cost at least 1.5 million yen, but
since they are under provisional release, they
cannot work or obtain health insurance. We
first contacted a national hospital regarding
this matter and the estimated surgery bill was
several million yen.

I felt sad about this outrageous situation, but
after searching diligently, we found a hospital
that would listen. All the supporters chipped in
while the family went around borrowing money,
and ultimately, we have succeeded in raising the
money for the surgery. However, the outlook for
paying off this debt is grim, and the interest will
continue to grow. | have a sense of responsibility
having met the family and cannot simply say
“well, that’s hard” and move on.

Some people under provisional release are
single-mother households, and I see my own
childhood in them. My mother and I were not
refugees, but we experienced homelessness. We
were able to survive because the people in the

local community reached out to us. However,
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The movie shows things in a gentler way.

Telling it as it really is could make it
harder for the audience to empathize.
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these people in similar situations today are
unable to use air conditioning despite the heat
nor pay their rents. They eventually fall behind
in rent, get kicked out, and become homeless.
Actually, this vicious circle is happening in
Japan. When I talk to people about this, they
respond, “why don’t they go back to their own
countries?”

However, such people do not have a country
to go back to. Comments like these are made by
those who are too ignorant of the background
situation.

When I talk like this, some counter that I am
too idealistic. However, I believe something solid
is built beyond such idealism. My comments are
based on a vision of what I think I should do.

By the way, in the movie My Small Land, there
is a note at the beginning that states something
along the lines of “normally, we would want
to have Kurdish refugees themselves appear in
this movie, but due to privacy reasons, actors
will be playing their roles.” A documentary is
an option but communicating from an activist
or journalist perspective will limit the audience

to the usual aspects and nothing will come of it.
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The best way to get people who are uninterested
to become interested in this issue is to ultimately
have them experience it in a way that appeals
to their five senses, such as through art, music,
food, movies, and sports. Create opportunities in
their daily lives to randomly put it in their field
of view. That is the best way to grab people’s
hearts, and what director Emma Kawawada has
managed to do is a revolution in the Japanese
film industry.

As someone who knows the true state of the
lives of people under provisional release, there
were certainly things that the movie could not
fully convey. However, telling it as it really
was could make it harder for the audience to
empathize. I believe the audience empathized
because they were able to see through the
unfiltered views of the two youths. Like Ronahi,
whom I played in the movie, there are people
living under various circumstances in Japan,
such as those waiting for years for the return
of their loved ones who have been detained in
the immigration office. I have a Kurdish female
friend I met in Iraq, and I have been supporting
her family since then. When I was offered
the role to appear in My Small Land, 1 was
reminded of a conversation I had with her: ...
The Kurds do not have their own nation, so we
have no place to go. We do not have a place to
return to when we are told to ‘go home.” In an
international community in which we take for
granted that everyone has a homeland, what does
it mean to not have a home country? Having
learned all too well from her about the suffering
of the Kurdish people, I initially declined the
offer to appear in the film. I did so because |
felt that when Kurdish people see the movie,
they may tell “in reality, things don’t work out

so well,” and that might actually hurt them all
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the more. Given these concerns, I felt conflicted
about whether I could truly express their pain.
However, director Kawawada’s kind words
helped me decide to put all I have into playing
the role by projecting the thoughts of my
Kurdish female friend. That’s how much
determination I needed to have and how afraid I

was at first.

Note: Director Emma Kawawada’s film My
Small Land is now available on DVD and can be
purchased online.

M > THBEHEOT ZDTE
FHEEDOA 2RI TE S0

What if I hurt them still more?
Will I be able to express their true pain?
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The importance of education
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For school-aged refugees, receiving a public basic education and continuing to practice their
native languages are important. After discussing the problems caused by language barriers and
the supplementary classes FWEAP runs for school-aged refugees in Chiba City in cooperation
with a social welfare corporation, we asked Ms. Rosa to share her thoughts and experiences.
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know well from my personal experience
I that immigrating and learning the local
language while using one’s native language
at home results in both languages developing
only half-way. That was very difficult for me.
Fortunately, my mother was strict and made sure
that [ maintained my Persian reading, writing,
and speaking skills, but I cannot say that [ am
fluent in my native language; Farsi. At the same
time, my Japanese is not fluent, either. It is true
that I do not have problems in daily life in terms
of talking to people. However, despite 29 years
in Japan, I occasionally still have a hard time
understanding difficult words. It is very difficult
to maintain two things simultaneously in good
balance.

When I was a child, I desperately studied
Japanese while frequently changing where I lived
due to poverty. I could participate in classes at
school by around the fourth grade, but since |
did not receive the education from first to fourth
grade, I could not understand the content of the

lessons at all. That stuck with me, and I moved
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on to higher grades without knowing how to study.
If we had not relocated repeatedly, 1 think this
could have been avoided, but you can come to lack
various things simply by falling out of someone’s
line of sight. For this reason, when people in any
community see a foreign family, I want them to
talk to the parents first and become their friends.
Since the parents often cannot understand
the homework their children get at school, it is
cruel to tell the children to do their homework
at home. Many children tend not talk about
their upbringings, family circumstances, or the
situations in their homelands. Society as a whole
must think about how to handle this issue and how
to provide the children with a complete education
at school. Solving this problem will not only help
refugees. There are families in need and people
who have no place to go even among the Japanese
as well. There are things we have in common.
I hope that the supplementary classes provided
in Chiba City by the Foundation for the Welfare
and Education of the Asian People set a good

precedent.
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Ms. Rosa said, “I am not quoting the words spoken by someone in a newspaper article. | actually meet
with people and listen to what they have to say.” She also said, “Regularly listening to the actual voices of
the people concerned as well as understanding and sharing their ever-changing situations have resulted in
the people around me naturally becoming interested in my activities.” That means, what she started on her
own has now led to people taking the initiative in setting out to do what they can on their own as well.
Nowadays, we see Ms. Rosa more often in the media. Her stories based on her personal experience are
persuasive and leave a lasting impression on our hearts. We, FWEAP, endeavors to share new information
on the issue of refugee, education for foreign children, and other topics with help from her.

Sahel-san, we appreciate your taking time out of your busy schedule to participate in our interview.
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(INTERVIEW)
The Current Situation and Hopes
of Rohingya Refugees
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Our life in Japan and challenges
Khadiza Begum

and other three Rohingya women in Japan
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We were able to have an interview with Mr. Syedul Amin, a representative of the Rohingya
community and also a discussion with Ms. Khadiza Begum and three other women.
Both the interview and the discussion were respectively arranged
through the cooperation of International Social Service Japan (ISSJ),

a social welfare corporation that has been providing assistance to the Rohingya people.
And both sessions respectively took place in Tatebayashi City, Gunma Prefecture,
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The Current Situation and Hopes of Rohingya Refugees

Why they have come to live in Tatebayashi and
their hopes toward establishing a new incorporated association
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Rohingya refugees in Japan have been
coming to Tatebayashi City

Currently, there are approximately 250 Rohingya
refugees in Tatebayashi City. Along with refugees
scattered across Tokyo, Saitama Prefecture, Chiba
City, and Nagoya City, there are approximately 370
Rohingya refugees living in Japan. This makes
Tatebayashi City the center for Rohingya refugees
in Japan.

The reason they gathered in Tatebayashi City is
that the first to arrive in Japan started to settle there,
so Rohingya people who came later to Japan went
for Tatebayashi City, relying on the first settlers. All
these new arrivals had nowhere to live, no jobs, and
no Japanese language skills, so the first thing they

did was to move in with friends who had already
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settled in this country, while these friends also
provided job referrals. As soon as the new arrivals
settled in, they would call for their family members
to come to Japan. This pattern repeated itself and

the community started to grow.

The Burmese Rohingya Association in Japan
and the Rohingya Community in Japan

In 1994, the Burmese Rohingya Association in
Japan (BRAJ) was established by volunteers who
had already settled in Japan. Ever since, I have
been conducting political activities to empower
the Rohingya people (such as demonstrations and
lobbying at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
and the Myanmar Embassy in Tokyo to defend
the human rights of Rohingya refugees and to
oppose the military regime in Myanmar), and with
the cooperation of ISSJ and others, I established

General Incorporated Association, the Rohingya

ICtk 2 RaaBERELTOOLWE LA, B Community in Japan (RCJ) in December 2021.
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Rohingya refugees

The Rohingya Muslim ethnic group that lived in Rakhine State in western
Myanmar (formerly Burma), became stateless after the military regime that
came into power in 1962 began to oppress ethnic minorities. The revised
Nationality Act of 1982 recognized 135 ethnic minorities as citizens, but
the Rohingya ethnic group was excluded. Many people fled by land to
southeastern Bangladesh (including Cox’s Bazar District) to escape from
successive persecution by the military regimes and remained in the country,
although some have migrated to other parts of the world to seek shelter with
the assistance of their relatives.

...............................................
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>> Mr. Syedul Amin is from Rakhine State in the
Western part of Myanmar. He came to Japan in f‘

2003, applied for refugee status and was granted ﬁ S
the status. Currently, Mr. Amin lives in Tatebayashi
City with his wife and four children.
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Now, the reason of establishing a new
organization was because, up to this point, BRAJ’s
main activity was to conduct international political
activities. However, as the number of Rohingya
people in Japan continues to grow, there is a need to
take care of the families and children living in Japan

in addition to our political activities. In fact, [ am

ZHOEYFvHE~ADEDLY LWL I v~ recognized as a refugee and so my resident status is
—AREICWEIREYFryRE~DEDYIC, & a permanent resident of Japan, most volunteers who
WEALZFETLERRRICHY 9, KEDZ have established and supported BRAJ have already
LIIBBLAAKRYTY, TH, PRERYBXRICZL applied for naturalization, or “ Kika shinsei” in
ZRRAIEHLDIEDLEZDINET LRV, Filch Japanese, and already acquired Japanese nationality.
A% L7=DITTT, This may be one of the reasons why many of

WZzEIT2EHOE Y Y RE-B 2 TR them show stronger interest towards involvement
ICEEDHBAALLODEBALTNE . BEADE with Rohingya people in Myanmar rather than
BEAEBTCETVWAEVDADTOEWAARTE Rohingya refugees living in Japan. Of course, our

. A BAKEEIIRELTLE S BN H home country is important. But we should also
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pay attention to our compatriots in Japan and this
belief has resulted in the establishment of this new
organization.

Certain organization was necessary to internally
organize the growing number of Rohingya people
in Japan, as there will be people who do not
understand or are unwilling to follow Japanese laws;
there are concerns that this situation could cause
various problems in the future. It would be very
embarrassing to see on Japanese television news
reporting some members of the Rohingya ethnic
group broke a Japanese law and were arrested.

Furthermore, the longer we live here in Japan
and assimilate into Japanese society, the fewer
opportunities we can learn about and come into
contact with Rohingya culture. I want our children
to deepen their knowledge of the Rohingya ethnic
culture, which is their roots. I want them to always
remember who we are.

In the case of one of Asian foreign communities
in Japan, not the Rohingya people, they can freely
come and go between their home country and
Japan. Their children are able to visit relatives in
their home country during long vacations and study
the culture of their homelands. They can understand
the culture of their home countries despite being
born and raised in Japan. On the other hand, the
children of the Rohingya people, who are not
recognized as citizens of Myanmar, are not able to
do this. Rohingya people in Japan know only Japan,
so without knowing they believe that the Japanese
language, food, and mentality are their culture.

I would like the Rohingya Community in Japan
to be a place where we can share our native culture
and language. That is why the primary goal of our
activities is “to maintain and inherit the culture of
the Rohingya people”; the secondary goal is “to
promote adjustment to Japanese society”; the third
goal is “to provide educational support for our

children, including that for our native language”;

...............................................
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I want the children to always remember who we are.

mMubnhFELE, LAL, EESLVLEREL
TLWHrRbHYET, TNIFEERALHAEBA
ICHBoErZVWZ ETT, HETIZZ S IX
B i

A2 F4DRICIEFETELTLEIADL
FIHILKDETT, FEAELPTHICEEL
-AF=HBTTh, BERR<BVWTTFZzAHE
LEWweodohBLLWoTHLWTT, KIFE
ELEoEB 7 TRABADOEEIX. &
EhroEE£4F-- TETHETZHBO TULET A,
FLclEzso50WH b TcEEHAL LR,
RKERDIFAEY XYy RIEOXE-B T,
AKRARFTLHBETHDIBFER-DBIE, HE YA
ICH T EC oie d ) A LA L BA Gl
KOBEL I TIIEFEHNTEEHEADT, KL
kbLBAETLE/BLLOTT, LOEDH LI
FELWTWEHATLEDY., BERNEOLS
LTEHEZZTANTVLET, FICIZTH
FEEHFLTDIADBVETH, ZEDART LA

and the fourth goal is “to promote mutual aid within

the community.”

The Rohingya people in Japan and
employment

Although I do not have any exceptional issues
with the working environment and conditions at
Japanese workplaces, it is very unfortunate that
in most cases, Japanese people are employed
as permanent employees, while foreigners are
employed as temporary workers. Temporary
workers must withdraw from their jobs when
their term of employment ends. As I have been a
temporary employee this entire time,l have been
forced to change jobs many times over the past 20
years. However, there are also some things about
Japan I find to be wonderful—for example, there
is no difference in salary between Japanese and
foreigners. It is not like this in other countries.

In fact, there are some who have their own

EEMTICIIMBDT DT RDA AT LBRENZ <. TRICH D ERY ITIESIHREEEDADGHNS
Aside from Rohingya people, many Muslim people from Asia are living in Tatebayashi City. Some mosques (Masjid) are in the city too and
Muslim people from various countries with different nationalities gather there for their prayers.
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Workplaces that meet the
requirements of Muslim laws for
women are rare.

businesses within the Rohingya community.
But such people are quite a few. Most of these
businesses were launched by the first settlers here
in Japan. Starting a business tends to be difficult, as
there is a need to work long hours and have enough
seed money to get started. People from other Asian
countries, as I mentioned earlier, can bring money
from their native country to start a business here,
but the Rohingya people do not have that luxury.
Rohingya women face the greatest challenges
here. As they are originally Muslim, they rarely
go out and work. However, it is not possible for
Rohingya family to live in Japan with only a
husband’s salary, so women have no choice but to
work. My wife also did not work before, but now
she works as a caregiver to support our family’s
finances. Some women would like to work in
factories, but workplaces that meet the requirements
of Muslim laws for women are rare, so many
women are unable to work even if they want to. I
think the Japanese news covers the Rohingya people
in Myanmar, the Rohingya people living in Japan
are rarely put in the spotlight. I wish the Japanese
people and the government will pay more attention
toward the Rohingya people living here, and it will
help us to improve our situation so that we will be

closer to the solution.

Interviewer: There is so much more to talk
about, but unfortunately our time is coming to an
end. Thank you for taking the time to participate in
our interview today, and we hope your community
activities will succeed.

.....'...'........
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The discussiorj was taken place at Tatebayashi Culture Hall.

PART 2
JEi%% DISCUSSION
TAZE b O HATOER &k
~HRELT. BELT A1RFLHRELLT~
Our life in Japan and challenges

As refugees, mothers, and Muslims

HF 4 F - ~NTLEA RU3HZDOEHO L U F v 1t

Khadiza Begum and three other Rohingya women living in Japan

:0 BERDEZETRL -¥%

EEZED 7L IS BB DEOBETL 2D T,
BHETOEL LIS LRV EELITTARE
ZHLELM FRICEROLTHEOEICBEL -
ODerF¥FyREklE, EHATOES LICEGSL
£o>&kETLIZDOT, BADI & TF—HT.
HELOZBTBARBBATHY FHATL. &
NPOHBRWI LB THHEKETED AN VAW
ODTRY ELFR, EWhITFETICETSZE
DEBEOMBHEICOVWT., AEICEITFBZA
PWhwhhofDTclHY £ L 7=,

HMAIC 6 FRFEALBICEMTICS 2L TE

:0 Hardships in life in Japan

[TEE® [ emigrated to Japan as relatively early-stage
settler, so I had a tough time because there were many
I did not understand about life in this country. Along
with myself, the Rohingya people who emigrated to
Japan in the early stages struggled to adapt to life here,
so no one could afford to help anyone else. We had
difficulties because there was no one we could talk
to when there was something we did not understand.
In particular, I struggled with national and local
assistance programs for raising children because there
was no one who could tell me about such things.

After six years in the Tokyo Metropolitan area, I

CHAPTER 2
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moved to here; Tatebayashi City. When 1 first moved
here, the Rohingya women living in the area did not
speak Japanese well and they also did not have driver’s
licenses. This meant that they did not get out often,
so they lived without freedom in a very inconvenient
way.

What is more, their children were struggling with
schoolwork, and because most of the parents could not
read or write Japanese, they often overlooked school
report cards and important letters to the parents from
the school.

I was genuinely concerned about this situation at that
time, so I attended to and translated for Rohingya
people between my job shifts. (Note: After graduating
from university in Japan, Ms. Khadiza proceeded to
enter UNIQLO and became the first term member
of the company’s RISE Program, which supports
employment of refugees.)

I strongly believed in the necessity of learning support
for women and children, so I sent an

e mail to appeal to the Japan office of UNHCR (the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees).
After UNHCR learned of the situation, it consulted
with ISSJ, and ISSJ introduced me to a Japanese-
Brazilian non-profit organization.[Editor’s note: The
parent organization of ISSJ was established in
1952, which became licensed as a social welfare
corporation in 1959. ISSJ is an “organization
of social workers that offers consultations on
various issues that arise when people cross
national borders,” and their main activities include
international adoption as well as support for refugee
and migrant children and their families. Website:
https//www.issj.org/]

As a result, the Japanese-Brazilian NPO took charge
of providing learning support for the children, and
ISSJ took charge for the children’s mothers and other
women. I worked with them for three years as an
executive committee member.

Even though I had my hands full with my own life

...............................................
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>> Ms. Khadiza Begum came to Japan as a refugee in
2006. After undergoing training at the Refugee Assistance
Headquarters (RHQ) of FWEAP, she continued to attend a
Japanese language school and passed “N1” of the Japanese
Language Proficiency Test. She now works for an apparel
company while attending graduate school. Making use of her

fluent Japanese, she communicates about the Rohingya ethnic
group in Japan through various media outlets and lectures.

at that time, I took part in volunteer activities almost
every day. Looking back, I wonder how I was able to
get so much work done leaving with my own life on
a back-burner, but these people appeared to be going
through a much more challenging time, and there was
a mood of everyone coming together to make efforts

for this initiative.

I was able to get my driver’s license thanks to
Ms. Khadiza.

D [n the past, mainly the men drove to pick
people up and drop them off, but now the Rohingya
women in Tatebayashi have all gotten their driver’s
licenses, making life much easier. Transportation
in this region is highly inconvenient, and nothing
is within walking distance, which means that you
cannot go anywhere without a car. However, now
the women living here can move about freely to pick
people up and drop them off.

¢, Women’s independence and
¢ educational issues

[TEED Although the current challenge is economic
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A supermarket in the city, where various Halal-certified foods are available.
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independence, no prospects for achieving this are in
sight. As Muslims, we have various religious precepts,
and it is difficult to find a job that accepts these terms.
For instance, working while wearing a hijab (note:
an article of clothing that covers a woman’s head and
body) and working environments in which we do not
come in close contact with men as well as restaurants
that do not serve alcohol or pork are difficult hurdles to
overcome.

By the way, some women in our community have
acquired qualifications as nurses and caregivers and
now work in those fields. These women were initially
hired as part-time workers, and they studied while
working to acquire the certifications required by their
companies. Although the fees related to obtaining
the certifications were deducted from their salaries,
once they acquired the certifications, they were
offered raises and hired as permanent employees, so
the women studied extremely hard. This system of
getting hired as a permanent employee by obtaining
licenses and certifications while working seems to be a
tremendous motivation booster, as women can obtain
social insurance and receive bonuses under this system.
However, not everyone is eagerly willing to work that
much, so it varies by person as to whether they use
this system to their advantage. However, those who
are not particular about the type of job they do prefer
to become permanent employees because of the salary

and insurance benefits.

Yet becoming a permanent employee also

means longer working hours.

You're right. That is why I believe it would
be nice to have some kind of briefing meeting or
observation tour that teaches us about the merits and
demerits of this working system. People may not be
motivated to do a job they are unfamiliar with and told
merely to “work,” but if there was a way to explain

what systems exist, and what the benefits are if you
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obtain a specific certification, I believe more people
would be motivated to work.

For starters, the reason Muslim women do not go out
and work is because of their high religious status. If
a wife works in an unfortunate environment and her
health suffers because of it, the husband is the one who
has to take responsibility. When trouble occurs, it is
up to the men to apologize to God. That is why the
men are reluctant to have their wives go outside, and
they also take pride in providing for their families and
taking responsibility for their wives and children.
However, both husband and wife must work to make
a living in Japan, so the women have no choice but
to become independent. That is why they are looking
for a job that meets their religious requirements and
also provides a good working environment. Not any
job will do. Each woman has her own dreams, such
as becoming a fashion designer or opening her own
restaurant. My current goal is to obtain the knowledge

to empower them to find the jobs that they desire.

IT¥® My resident status is stable and I have been
working as a used car salesperson. I am currently on
childcare leave because I have just given birth, but I
intend to return to my job after my leave period ends.
My children are my dependents because my husband
is unable to work. My top priority is to establish a
stable living situation in Japan, but until then, I am the

one who is supporting my family.

One’s life differs dramatically depending on
whether one has residency status or is recognized as
a refugee. When I gave birth to my eldest daughter, I
had no residency status and was not a dependent of my
husband, so I had to pay approximately 600,000 yen
to deliver my child. Fortunately, I was able to register
as a dependent on my husband’s health insurance after
giving birth, so most of the money was refunded.
Currently, my entire family has been recognized as

refugees, but before we received recognition, we could
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not have any health insurance and so we experienced

various difficulties.

The remaining challenge is to provide children
with education that will enable them to become

independent within Japanese society.

[EEE® That’s right. Another major issue is our
children’s future. All Rohingya families are on a tight
budget, so it is difficult to send children to university.
Although compulsory education is free in Japan, there
is a need to prepare to pay tuition fees to send children
to schools after compulsory education. Although
scholarships and other programs are available, only
students with excellent grades can take advantage of
them. The Rohingya children, who tend to fall behind
in their studies because they are not proficient in
Japanese, are unable to perform well enough to receive
scholarships. Furthermore, Islamic teachings prohibit
imposing interest rates on loans and borrowed money,
so we are unable to take out loans from banks to pay

for tuition fees.

My second son attends a vocational school
with a loan, but this loan does not incur interest. As
I lost my husband and was raising my sons alone as
a Muslim woman, I consulted with the high school
that my son attended, and they told me about interest-
free loans. Foreigners like myself often find out about
something only when it happens. If the high school
teacher did not tell me about this interest-free loan, I

would have remained ignorant of it.

I hope schoolteachers will provide information
more proactively if they have foreign students in
their classes. It is frustrating and a waste to miss
opportunities just because one did not know about a
system.

In this way as well, I believe we need a system to

connect people so that they know where to go when

...............................................
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He>F v DN\ )VHENE L &S ALH RESTAURANT
“ALH mini Mart and Restaurant” in the city, where you can enjoy
Rohingya style Halal cuisine.
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they need information. For children in particular, local
schools play this role. For instance, there are various
classes that support the education of children with
foreign roots, but many foreigners do not know about
these classes. It would be great to have a designated
place to go to receive information we need, or a platform

that gathered all such information in one place.

I think it would be even better if this type
of information is communicated in “easy Japanese”
(note: “yasashii nihongo”; simple Japanese that
foreigners can understand, such as documents that
include furi kana on top of kanji).

Since the Rohingya people were not
recognized as citizens of Myanmar, so many of us were
unable to receive a proper education. That is why we
are not fully proficient in English or Burmese, so we do
not know what to say when asked, “What language do
you speak well?”” Given such circumstances, I believe
that talking in “easy Japanese” may be the best way to
allow everyone to understand.

A growing number of Rohingya women who have
come to Japan in recent years have received a proper
education in places such as Yangon (Myanmar’s
former capital). However, most emigrants to
Tatebayashi in the early years are evacuees from
Myanmar’s Arakan region, and they came to Japan via
Bangladesh and Thailand, so their backgrounds and

educational history differ.

:0 Future goals

Although I will repeat myself, for the time
being, I want to focus my energies on women’s
independence. Some kind of support is essential to
enable them to become employed at jobs they truly
desire to do and jobs with good working conditions.
I would like to establish a welfare organization that

promotes women’s independence and introduce jobs



Oursrory

DhbLNBEVERBVWETA, FTIRFEATL
ZHIBICED LS BEBELNBHZ DN, H D WIE,
EI3Xo1-bZDEFICHITE2OD. 28R D
AR EE, CENEREZEZETIFOLX
MERRICEHEZVWTT R, ZOHFICEL TIE,
T TICSIFS> 21 R ISSI I HEEL T W
T.BRBEFEZEDTWVWBREZATY, [MMEMHE:
XIFH k21, R, hEREEZE. HREMESE L
ZOFEDLOEFELAVICHDTAEZEERZL T
9, 1979 FIcHLEINE T4 Vv F o FHRZBT
%4 (B REIEERISEE AR 2B 24 © AAR
Japan)] OENZEFRHXZLIME, 1992 Fict &
fEakE AN e LT X LT\ E 3, HP: https://
support21.or.jp/ ]

bbb R—-—FrITL—7
DEIBHDHBH B ELBNTT,

EEZED ISSI LM b0FBXIETHZHED
Thold, BE-bHLE4 TISS) ~ABEKT 3
TEHNEZTETVLETA., RMBOBIEFOE
HENHDEIILICHEBDHY . AZRBLT
ENEL LN ELHYET, TDLHIKZ
o, TEHOBEILIZRYT BUROHAEDEE
AR ROONTWERERB->TWET,
FAIANEANEEBIFRERENEES ZLHELH
Vo 05 M ok STl Fogear  Ie C P s
ZERDTEABEBIRCEB., LBER-> TV
PRRTIEHYELA, BICIE—RE- b EZ
ICHRITNIELE VDA EZ TIEFWB D TT A,
RIFVELPTULALEDD, £TIFFICESE
NEET, TINDH, SRIFALEALEZERITS
HEZE S ACEABELLEBVWET L, 22T
D TZERREDHBDTIEHRLNERBWET,

—— (FZF) : 250 5&EN2HI NPH %
FICT, B DA TAFIADE S T ANBAEE
nThiFvTFLh, KHIZBEE D W/
ZEE, BMICHDOBESTTVELL,

B W Y - T —

to them. The personalities of these women may be
better suited to having their own businesses, but first I
would like to brief them on what jobs are available in
their region and what they need to do to get such jobs.
Women should ideally receive this kind of briefing
before graduating from university. I have already
been consulting Support 21 and ISSJ regarding this
matter and having discussions with them. [Editor’s
note: Support 21 supports the settling and self-
reliance of refugees, returnees from China, foreign
residents of Japanese descent, and their children. It
has taken over the domestic support activities of the
Association for Aid and Relief of Indochina Refugees
(the present Association for Aid and Relief, Japan:
AAR Japan), which was established in 1979, and
became licensed as a social welfare cooperation in
1992. Website: https://support21.or.jp/]

If there is some kind of support group for

Rohingya women, it would be reassuring.

[EET® More women have been consulting ISSJT
individually after ISSJ started to provide educational
support activities for women. However, whenever
there is a request for employment, I am consulted,
and many cases have gone through me. In this way,
there is a need to establish a welfare organization that
promotes Rohingya women’s independence.

I often play the role of connecting people, but I am
only a volunteer, so I do not have an official name,
office, or position. Although I let people know where
to go when they have problems, they tend to call me
first. Well, I guess I am easy to talk to. That is why we
need people and places to connect people, and I think I

will be able to play a role in that as well.

Interviewer: It would be wonderful to set up
people and places for this initiative, allowing another
person like Ms. Khadiza to emerge. Well. for all of you,
thank you very much for participating in the interview

today.

...............................................
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2022F BHEREERR

Somewhere in Gunma
Prefecture, 2022

EAYRITADFY> «T72,
#RELTKRHLSETISEICES,
BRAIELTRELLE

|- am Chhang Voeun, originally from Cambodia.
It's been 35 years since | came to Japan as a

refugee.l am o naturalized Japanese citizen,
taking the name Tsukasa Ishizawa.

SAEAYRITAIZ2ZT4—D
ARV MRS VT4 T CEELICES

I'm here ToduK to perform a concert as a volunteer at
this event of the Cambodian community.

Y RITIEREBEEFAAT
FVIFIVDINY K

The band that | am a member of plays traditional
Cambodian instruments.

RYTADSTZAYVITET
ASHLRATEMEERELITETWVS
We play a wide range of popular music pieces, from
pop songs fo anime songs, to entertain the audience.
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SEE
RSIAANNREEZ L
BABELEDT
Lot )

A lot of people came here
today.

It's great that they looked
excited!

Al hHE—

Thank you, everyone!

Hb.
BMLTE ol &
RIAEL T & o BEN
Hot:h

Yeah, L
I am happy to be here. THERE Al

It's worth coming all Excuse me !
the way here. )

®iEA—IVEA,
BCCKHREELTKRAEL

ER L LTIRLS LIcRRRTE.
HERLCBWTIDEHZLTLS

This s 0.

He also came to Japan as a refugee and
became a naturalized Japanese citizen as
Akira Nishimura.

We are both fellow countrymen, sharing the
same passion for this volunteer activity.
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HELOINI & !
TIVEL Aok

Great performance!
I really enjoyed it!

|||'I

RO,
1 - M

ol

i HOBES !

_ "f BYEhokchl!
Thank you!

It was exciting!

ZDED LS B,
BATWIZFIRD?

What do you call this
koto-like instrument?

F—LR L, #1:b
HYRYT DIGHREB I,
BEREFhoa Mok vwii

We call it khim,

a traditional Cambodian instrument.
People who were born in Japan
probably don't know this.

ALEKHIZF—210

%@. ? H«@‘/ 7z ;b )
RPILVWERER,
ByhbbTHmrBoHL oo
HHHRES

It's been quite some time

since I heard the sound of khim.
It really sounds gentle.

It reminds me of my hometown....
Thank you so much.
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BLIDOERPLETHEIF
FhAT

FEELICCB L
I'm really fond of this

sound.
I'll come and play again!

IcBIRWAWAGERICESZ LI,
BB PERY TR
GRNEH Y RITERELRETS

We go to many places to perform.
At wedding ceremonies and festivals, we also play
traditional Cambodian music.

CRERZERETSHILTEEEHSEWL
BESICAZOIV—YERLTIELL
Through our live performance featuring those traditional

instruments, we want the audience to sense their cultural roots
because they don't know what their motherland is like. . .

THLIEAEMTEELTEZDIE
ZhEIFHBEMTIEELN

However, that's not the only purpose for our musical journey
around Japan. . ..

RBICADEE>T<NB T L
ETNDREICE>TRDBAL

It is important for compatriots to gather together
at a venue and mingle with each other. . ..
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In a refugee camp in Thailand, 1984 \\ \\\ i\ \\\\\ .
N Moy — ' 2
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BEICKZAZFLEDLUS
v VT TOEE,
— ZITHRBEEELEHEE
I“" = | was in the camp, eagerly waiting for the
m 1< day of our returning to my home coun’rry
ml"h = It was there that | encountered music. .
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o \ Good luck!
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Bofc&VUBBIEELLORIFE
reblcidREEFIES o
My initial motive was to keep myself busy.
Although practicing was harder than | trloughr, we
Lo bECEDIAL had ample time to devote fo practicing.
ZH5C %%V, G

- >

— -

Hold it more lightly. \
Not that way,
this way....

ZTNTHLETSIcDON
RRIEEDELEIC
DHYRAALTWD

As we improved,

we ?raduully became absorbed
in playing music... .

Al EFIRoTE R
SERRERELTHLI PO

You are all improving!
Why don't we hold a
concert?




BREELEBRF YT T
BERRHIAGDOELELG ST

In the bleak refugee camp,
the concert soothed everyone.

BAAN. TOAL RIBA-
[IOCESZLDALETY
INEBTAVRITHEFNE

We saw so many people,
including dancers, singers,
and those who were in tears,
comin? together.

A small Cambodia was born.

BEOTRES LEZH oI,
BRIIAZRT. TLT
ANZEDHBNDH B &

| realized the significance of music.
Music has the power to console people
as well as bring them together.

TPy

{
“lar.,- 5




| Fr U TEFEL6ENBERTA
| RRREGREET BT LICED
| After six years had passed in the

refugee camp, | made a big decision.

NEIL 225w 25 7
3V AETRNB LB o Tl

It seemed that the civil war would

WD 2 A 7213
|ELAD b

drag on even longer.... I am worried about my
I first expected to go home three folks in my hometown.
or four years later....

Frv, BRI LBV,
EXFTBANE?

Chhang, you are still young.
What are you going to do?

WOhLERNZ EE LTV
L LBEDICIEBHEYICRT Efe,
MIEE=ENOERFEFLEL
BARNTL ZEITRD

| believed that | could return home someday. . ..
However, it's foo long to wait.

| decided to go to Japan, hoping to seftle in a
third country.

1987 &, fhEKBAER LT
RICTFEICBRIF YV TEFEES

In 1987, | finally came to Japan after having spent literally
seven years in the refugee camp. . ..




SH»5
BARTOEE IHE 5 !
From today, I'll start

my new life in Japan!

NG

Mt -
R
ﬂMwWMWMWWI I

AAICEE LA, , |
R L THEIBXNHICSS
KHEREEL Y 2—ICAB LT

When | first arrived in Japan, |, as a refugee,
moved into the Yamato Settlement Promotion
Center, located in Yamato, Kanagawa Prefecture.

wu;

I MY

T T THhlE

AAZELER, #HRIV—-IVEE
BATEE2HDEXNGHMBERALR
In this settlement center, | learned a basic knowledge

of Japanese, laws and regulations, and social norms
to live in Japan.

ZOMFIWETHRICIIOTWS

The knowledge | acquired back then helps
me even now.

e

RBELARMEY2-DEBNLTHE O,
2ttBIZERLSEBAEN
SHETIOFEULEHTWNS

The Yamato Center helped me find a job.

| joined my second company through the introduction of
one of my compatriots. Since then, | have been employed
for more than 30 years.
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SHICHVRIT A
WEGE S b
BENMELIODATINS
Although | was the only Cambodian

worker in that company, | was given a
warm welcome by everyone there.

P ohVWC ERdhE
ATHET &£ ?

Ask me if there is

anything you don't P .
understand, okay? N \

BELIFTETIRBREDIEEERT S
UBETILE- T
Thanks to their support, | am now in the

Eosition of giving guidance to those who
ave followed me.

TYH byl

Thank you so much...!

LU, ERERIESF !
HEVLMEES D !
Great, the operation

is going well!

Keep doing a little more!

MEFBTEAYRIT ALEEEEL
FEBLEIAL DI, RO
As for my private life,

I'm married to a Cambodian woman and we
have three children. | was able o buy a house.

FLITAPRBEBICETNA TV,
BATEET S/ VINTEENT,
#RELTHHTESREOE D feh--

I've been blessed with many good people and
gnvironments.
[ had a chance to learn how to live in Jaran.

| knew some Feople who were responsible
for helping refugees. However. . ..
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HAERE TRE LI AL,

WEBIERERRDT EZFATHLEW

Most of our fellow Cambodians came to Japan on working
visas or through the Technical Intern Training Program.
Lhdey didn't have a chance to learn about Japan as we

id.

B ! RORIFITE
FLLal!

Hey! Let's go to the
next site! Hurry up!

BAE. AITE->THAILAS?
FieBonbrd L
I cannot catch what the boss is
saying.

[ will get yelled at again....

I cannot read the documents
written in Japanese.
What should I do?

R L v s
BICOERIE R h g
I want to change jobs. I

wonder if there is some
reliable information....

FELHTEI,
HEDOFH ST
EZTThiEvurl 5.
We have a baby.

Where should we register
our child's birth?

HE|IV-IVPERZLSGLDT
tE. AHBR, BEPHE. FET

RS IV E, Z2L DRI ERZS

As they don't know about Japanese social norms as well as laws
and regulations, they have many anxieties and worries related to
employment, human relationships, marriage, childbirth, and child

rearing, as well as some trouble with neighbors.

Z DB DFRICIE

X EADAN

BHEICP>TL BN

For that reason, many people come to
discuss their daily problems with us.




LA LEREOAHICIE
BB HRT EA E AL
LTLEVREHERATLED
T—A:H%

Some countryfolk may become mentally
ill as they cannot ask for help and become
even more isolated.

| CHAPTER 3 |

BERTR>TWIF 3
BEA W
I'm unsure if I could

live in Japan. A{f

Al
ARY S HBHBDH»
ToTHEIDlr
I'm curious about

this event.
Maybe I'll go.

J 3

Sy

BSICHRELZDIZOREEE
JdXa1Z45—>avxz
mUE>T &

What they need is an opportunitr to
interact with other fellow countrypeople.

FhTe B DIREIE
BETANZEDHB L
RIGICRTINNE
Z{NEREMNEZS

Qur part is to bring people together by
playing music. . ..

All they have to do is come to a venue.
Then, they can mingle with their
countryfolk.

ZLT. #HrrEaVPRERHR
NZDHBTEEFNS -
INZTZHRADENEDR

It will lead to new encounters and
opportunities for the exchange of information
in a moment. ...

That is our primary purpose.

] |/
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WETIRIHADEZ BIBICE oo
BEEZMSGVWFELBIC
CHEBVEEGRATVS

Now I'm in the position of teaching fellows.
| talk to children who don't know a%ouf their
motherland and try to pass down our heritage
and pride.

=
s

= | AmzEoRS Y7 TEBL
-/ Sty FE LA ULNPOEN 6115 LI
et =l Rt 2 o . K As the voluntary work for supporting fellow
7 ‘ﬁ' ral’ Cambodians has been expanding year by
b\ 5 M o year, we've set up a non-profit organization*.
" e Y. -

EORRVERIEIIERTS NS \
ADEZTWVWBL

Right! Recently, more folks
come to see our peformance.

SERVLRBAEAT
Ihotchsn !
I'm glad we took a good venue.

_,—'—'—
_‘ . I w100 |

HrABTEI Vo T
SNSIZ
EnwThTs k! !
All the folks have posted

on social media, saying that
they want to join in!!

BHHDA XY D
By ErsEvuni
I hope the concert

tomorrow will
really come alive.

0y

MNPOEAAN Y RYTXIELY 2 — / fZ)EFgE  *Non-profit organization Cambodia Support Center in Hiratsuka City, Kanagawa Prefecture

£
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P

IT!

Okay, let's load

CxhREBPEICEL,

our instruments onto the van.

IIotRRLLES

All right!
Let's get this done quickly!

BFPObWIEEBTL R L ?
BLbLLEL VY

Hey! Don't over do it, right?
We are not as young as we
used to be.

AVAVAN
ALXREL!!

Don't Worry,
It's all right!

ZDFEFICT—IVIE L
BELROERERICRELEDS
T 5EKHEITTOWELVWERS>TWS
There is no end in my voluntary activity.

However, | would like to continue it while passing

on my performances and thoughts
fo the next generation.
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s+ Although it looked as if the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) infection was coming to an end with
the sixth wave, the number of infections increased
again around the beginning of the rainy season and
the seventh wave hit the country. Under these
circumstances, our reporting activities were
restricted as in the previous fiscal year, but we
managed to publish the report with the cooperation
of everyone involved.

++ On October 2, we held a Japanese presentation
contest titled "Our dream — The Future we want to
create." Over the past 40 years, Vietnamese,
Laotian, and Cambodian refugees have resettled in
Japan, followed by Myanmar refugees. Due to the
recent COVID-19 pandemic and price hikes caused
by the Russian invasion of Ukraine, poverty in these
resettled areas is spreading. The Foundation
supports the activities of the refugee and foreign
communities as a step towards becoming an
inclusive society. In this contest, second-generation
refugees and others spoke honestly about what they
feel every day and their message for the future.

The contest will be released on our homepage,
Facebook, and YouTube.

Mr. Jun-ichi Kawaue was appointed as
Secretary-General of the FWEAP at the beginning
of July this year. The publisher of this magazine will
be Jun-ichi Kawaue.

The Foundation will continue to make efforts under
the above new structure, and we ask for your

continued support.
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