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It has been two years since the Taliban, an
Islamic fundamentalist group, took control
of the Afghan capital of Kabul and assumed
full power over the country in 2021. Some
Afghans took refuge in Japan, where over
200 Afghans who had been working in
Japan-related organizations in Afghanistan
and their family members were granted the
status of Convention refugees in 2022 and
2023. This was by far the largest number of
refugees Japan had ever accepted since the
country began to recognize refugees in 1982,
Consequently, a total of 1,117 people have
been granted refugee status in Japan as of
December 2022.

The Japanese government doubled its
acceptance of resettled refugees from 30
people once a year to 30 people twice a
year (60 people in total) in 2020 and has
decided to expand its scope of “Myanmar
refugees temporarily staying in Malaysia”
to “refugees staying in Asia.” This program,
which was interrupted by the global spread
of COVID-19, was resumed in FY2022
when the scope, which had been limited
to families, was expanded to include
individuals. At present, the program accepts
refugees twice a year. As of October 2023, a
total of 276 people in 101 households have
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been accepted since its launch in 2010. They
have since been settled in eight different
prefectures in Japan after finishing the

program.

This year (2023) marks the 50th
anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between Japan and
Vietnam. The Vietnam War came to
an end on April 30, 1975, and after the
establishment of diplomatic relations
between the two countries, the first group of
refugees arrived by boat at the Port of Chiba
on May 12, 1975. This led Japan to accept
“refugees from Indochina” for settlement
from Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. From
1978 until the acceptance of refugees from
these countries ended in 2005, a total of
11,319 Indochinese refugees were allowed to
be settled in Japan. Today, these people and
their children are playing important roles in

many different aspects of Japanese society.

As the situation in Ukraine is still
very uncertain, the Japanese government
continues to provide support to Ukrainian
evacuees, mainly those who have no one else
to look after them in Japan, by providing
temporary accommodation facilities
immediately after their arrival to Japan.
As of the end of september 2023, the total
number of Ukrainian evacuees who have

entered Japan is 2,509.

FWEAP is commissioned by the Japanese
government to provide support to Convention
refugees, resettled refugees, and Ukrainian
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evacuees through its affiliated Refugee
Assistance Headquarters. Unfortunately,
however, the number of people seeking
support from the Headquarters has been
increasing since the year before last due to
conflicts in different parts of the world and
for other reasons.

In addition, FWEAP is also continuing
with its own support program for refugees
who have already settled and are making
their livelihoods in Japan. For example,
we provide financial support for a broad
range of volunteer activities for many
different communities of refugees, including
supplementary classes for children and
students from resettled refugee families, and
host a presentation contest in which young
people with refugee roots give presentations
about what they have learned and what they
think.

We hope that the support activities that
FWEAP implements for settled refugee
communities can be of help in further
invigorating community activities and the
exchange between different communities and
thereby contribute to the greater inclusion of
settled refugees in Japanese society.

Lastly, the establishment of the “Revised
Immigration Control and Refugee
Recognition Act” this June is expected to
lead to the start of the certification of people
subject to “complementary protection” in
addition to the existing refugee recognition
system. This suggests that growing numbers
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of refugees and other migrants will begin to
join local communities in the near future as
a result of them becoming certified as people
subject to “complementary protection” in
addition to being recognized as Convention
refugees and accepted through the
resettlement program.

Under such circumstances, FWEAP
needs to work even harder to support settled
refugees and their communities by putting
ourselves in their shoes so that each one of
them can live as an integrated member of the
local community. Regarding the acceptance
of refugees, we are now commissioned
by the Japanese government to provide
initial support and basic Japanese language
education through the Refugee Assistance
Headquarters. Initial support is an essential
element in promoting the smooth settlement

of refugees into local communities.

Our understanding is that, besides the
above, facilitating the integration and
inclusion of settled refugees and their
communities into Japanese society is a vital
step forward in developing the public’s
greater understanding of refugee support.

This issue of supplementary volume
of Ai has been edited with the core goal
of introducing readers to the thoughts and
dreams of different refugees who have

settled in Japan.

Chapter 1 is a contribution from Mr. Ayaki
Ito, Representative of the Japanese office of
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the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR). In it, Mr. Ito discusses
his thoughts regarding the activities that the
UNHCR in Japan has engaged in since he
took office this January and the expectations
that the international community has for
Japan since the country will act as a co-
convenor of the Second Global Refugee
Forum in Geneva this December.

Chapter 2 is a story of a couple from
Afghanistan who is living in Nagoya. They
fled Afghanistan to Japan, which they now
think of as their second home, and are
hoping that Afghanistan will see peace again
someday while they continue to work hard

here in Japan.

Chapter 3 is a contribution of a female
from Myanmar who came to Japan through
the resettlement program and is gradually
making progress toward her future goal as a
graduate student. The student expresses her
gratitude to her parents for working hard for
her and speaks about her dream of repaying
Japanese society for accepting her.

Chapter 4 is part of the “Learning Manga”
series. In this issue, we share the story of
a male from Vietnam who escaped the
country by boat, was rescued by a Japanese
fishing vessel, spent some time in a refugee
accommodation facility in Okinawa, and is
now running a metal processing company
in Higashi-Osaka City. The story covers
his trip to Okinawa, which he took with his

company’s employees in this summer. For
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the first time in forty years, he visited the
town that had played host to him and the
other refugees who had fled Vietnam on the
boat together to express his gratitude to the
mayor.

The settled refugees covered in this
issue arrived in Japan at different times and
became refugees for different reasons. One
thing they have in common, however, is that
they “feel glad that they came to Japan™ and

are grateful to Japan for accepting them.

It will be our great pleasure if this issue
gives readers the opportunity to get to
know about the fact that these people are
trying their best to live their lives as part of
our communities in Japan and to become
acquainted with the life stories of each of
these settled refugees.

October 2023
All of the staff at the FWEAP
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He was born in Tokyo. Since participating in humanitarian aid activities in
Bosnia as a United Nations Volunteer in 1992, he has continued to support
refugees with UNHCR, serving in Myanmar, Sudan, Armenia, Lebanon, Somalia
and other countries before taking up his current post in January 2023. His

family consists of his wife, one son and one daughter.
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Whole of Society Approach towards Global Refugee
and Statelessness Issues
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2023 F 1 BICEEHEESESEARAEEEEM My name is Ayaki Ito. I assumed the role as the
(UNHCR) EEHREICEFT WL XL 7/-FE Representative in Japan of the Office of the United Nations
IS WET, COBEEEY T TITE High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in January
WHEMEDOHRTIE~DIY B4 (12 FE < Rt 2023. T would like to take this opportunity to express my
BLEFES, deep gratitude for the Foundation for the Welfare and

ME12 BIrERCOERISEEE L 52 Education of the Asian People (hereinafter FWEAP)’s

AEEH (RELEY) o UT7v - MUy s
ZOETIThbhiEze#KTH, TV TRUEE
MHOHERII =71 Dbl v, BR
EEXEXRBOZHMAVHREEZEN. #HR
KB 578 - VR FORBHTDH
H5 “HteeAEchlY BEE (Whole of Society

commitment to supporting refugees.

At the meeting held between FWEAP President Dr.
Masahiro Fujiwara and our Assistant High Commissioner
for Protection Ms. Gillian Triggs in Tokyo in December of
last year, it was noted that FWEAP’s engagement with the
refugee communities, as well as the Refugee Assistance

Headquarters (hereinafter RHQ)” comprehensive support

Approach) #ER3E" & HRT 5IY HHD— for refugee integration, demonstrate the “Whole of Society
D2ROTEBLA, EBHLETFE L, AT Approach” to supporting refugees — an important spirit
I, 20 “HEeeATRYECERIE 2 of the Global Compact on Refugees. In this article, T
WT, RV EBWET, would like to discuss this “Whole of Society Approach” to

refugee assistance in more detail.
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The Co-convenorship of the Second GRF
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The number of people forced to flee their homes
around the world exceeded 108.4 million as of the end
of 2022, and as the refugee issue grows and becomes
more complex, everyone is expected to play their
respective roles and contribute towards addressing the
issue. The Global Compact on Refugees, adopted at the
United Nations General Assembly in December 2018,
calls for “support for refugees through the Whole of
Society Approach.” To that end, the Global Refugee
Forum (GRF) will be held in Geneva, Switzerland, from
December 13th to 15th this year (2023) to drive actions
towards this goal. The GRF provides an opportunity
for governments, private corporations, NGOs and
civil society actors, municipalities, refugees and other
various stakeholders to gather and share their expertise
and good practices, discuss ways to improve the forced
displacement situations, and declare their commitment
to finding solutions. For this Second GRF, Japan will
serve as a co-convener, along with Colombia, France,
Jordan, Niger and Uganda.

It is indeed an opportune time for Japan to take up
the role of co-convener of the Second GRF. This is
because, reflecting the rapidly changing international
situation, the number of people coming to Japan to
seek international protection is on the rise, and Japan's
response is also changing. In the past few years, Japan
has accepted and provided international protection
to many people fleeing humanitarian crises in Syria,
Myanmar, Afghanistan, and Ukraine. According to
the statistics of the Immigration Services Agency, by
the end of 2022, more than 12,000 forcibly displaced
people, including those from Ukraine, had been offered
protection by Japan. This exceeds the total number of
Indochinese refugees (11,319) that Japan accepted from
1978 until 2005.
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Protection of Refugees in Japan
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I find that the awareness of the general Japanese
public is also changing. During our visits to hosting
municipalities, refugees have been accepted by the
local community and they are living their day-to-
day life together with their families while finding
employment, and their children are going to school.
Municipalities have established their own support
systems such as provision of public housing services
and assist refugees to achieve self-reliance and integrate
in Japan in collaboration with local businesses and civil
society organizations. Local community members,
such as neighborhood associations, also cooperate in
the inclusion of refugees into their communities, and
we have begun to hear stories of refugees participating

in community activities. Hearing about such changes is

very encouraging for us at UNHCR.
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Looking at the world today, however, it shows
that devastating crises have forcibly displaced more
than 100 million people globally, and the number
only continues to grow. These are people who have
had no choice but to seek international protection,
either within their own country, across international
borders, or because they have lost their nationality.
Amongst them, it is estimated that as of 2023, there
are 5.1 million stateless people around the world, but
the relevant data is not comprehensively collected by
States, thus the actual number of affected people is
believed to be a much larger. While more than 70 years
have passed since UNHCR was established, we have
never experienced a serious humanitarian situation on
this scale. In the last year (2022) alone, we issued as
many as fourty (40) "Emergency Appeals" requesting
support from the international community. Twenty one
(21) of these appeals relate to new humanitarian crises
that emerged throughout 2021 and 2022. This means
that, while new humanitarian crises are emerging,
the existing crises are becoming more prolonged at
the same time. In other words, the number and scale
of forced displacements continue to increase with no

solution in sight.

A case in point is Afghanistan, where the conflict is
already 40 years old. There is also the conflict in Syria,
which is in its 12th year since its outbreak, prompting
millions of refugees from Syria alone. In addition,
people have been forced to flee from Myanmar to
neighboring Bangladesh, Thailand and other countries.
The humanitarian crisis in Ukraine also continues,
while the situation in Sudan and some other African
countries also remain serious. The situations are
actually deteriorating in the countries in the sub-

Saharan region, as well as in the Democratic Republic
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of the Congo and Mozambique, to name just a few. In

light of such reality, the international community needs
to address these challenges under a new approach and
with a new way of thinking. In this context, I hope that
Japan, as the co-convener of the Second GRF, will play
a more critical role not only globally but also in the
search for solutions to the refugee situations here in the

Asian region.

Whole of Society Approach to Address Refugee Issues

FA UNHCR 2 #EE & L TH/RITTWL 2 D (4,
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UNHCR's strategy is based on the framework set
forth in the Global Compact on Refugees adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly in December
2018. Its emphasis is placed on the “whole of society
approach”, whereby various actors in the society work
together to tackle refugee and statelessness issues.
Governments, municipalities, corporations, civil
society organizations, and international organizations

are expected to share their respective responsibilities,
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promote refugee assistance, and address the agenda
affecting the international community. The thinking
behind that is that such an approach will reduce the
burden on refugee hosting countries, promote refugees’
self-reliance, expand solutions to refugee issues
including third-country resettlement, facilitate safe
return, and meet the needs of refugees and stateless

people requiring international protection.

Conclusion
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From this perspective, I would like to reiterate the
importance of the upcoming s Second GRF, and Japan's
leadership in the international community through
co-convening of the Forum cannot be emphasized
enough. As our Deputy High Commissioner, Ms.
Kelly Clements, stated during her visit to Japan in
May of this year (2023), “We need to work together
to find solutions and in greater inclusion for millions
of people that are displaced or stateless. ... It is at the
heart of the SDGs, and in order for us to make SDGs
work, we need to include refugees and displaced in
every form. ...Responsibility is shared by all countries
and all countries’ peoples. ... Global Compact on
Refugees which was adopted in 2018 is a blueprint for
that responsibility”. There can be no resolution to the
current situation without international cooperation. The
entire society must work altogether to address the ever-

growing humanitarian crises.
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Shuichi Nakao
Director of Branch Office for Kansai Region,
RHQ of FWEAP
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Isao Suzuki

Associate Director of Planning and Coodination Division,

RHQ of FWEAP

We interviewed Fayeqa, resident of Nagoya
city who survived the turmoil in the society of
Afghanistan and had the opportunity to come to
Japan to study. Having subsequently decided that
Japan is her second homeland, she currently lives
a peaceful life with her husband, Hoda and three
children.

We visited the UNIQLO store where she and her
husband, Hoda, work and interviewed her about
their works, concerns about their parenthood, their

dreams for the future, etc.

As we came to the end of the interview, she
talked about her dreams for the future. she
repeatedly spoke about her feelings for Afghanistan.
We remember her enthusiastically saying that she
would like to let children in Afghanistan receive
proper education and to introduce the wonderful
things about Japan she found here to people in
Afghanistan, if Afghanistan ever becomes peaceful
and she can go back there. It seemed as if her wish
for peace in Afghanistan is growing stronger with

every moment she spends in Japan.
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—— You work with your husband, Hoda, at
UNIQLO Sakae SKYLE. How did you get a job there?

In 2017, the Japanese government granted us
conventioned refugee status to stay. Since this
changed our immigration status to long-term resident
and we were granted a permit to work freely. A
friend of mine who had already started working for
UNIQLO, explained me about the RISE program to
be implemented at her working place. Then, I applied
to the program at UNIQLO on my own without
consulting with RHQ about its support. However,
the result of application was not good enough to be

selected by the company. After this experience, I
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We had a very hard time finding a job.

Now we are very happy to be able to work at the same UNIQLO store
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decided to take a vocational counseling of RHQ and
eventually I was accepted into the R I S E program. I
realized that I really needed the support of RHQ.
After applying for refugee status in 2015, it took
us a long time to be granted with the status in 2017
and got stable jobs at UNIQLO in 2018. We had had
a very hard time finding a job until we were hired
at UNIQLO. We applied for many jobs, but were
rejected for many reasons, including our appearances
and Japanese language proficiency. Now we are very

happy to be able to work at the same UNIQLO store.

——— What are the main responsibilities for you
and your husband at UNIQLO Sakae SKYLE?
What jobs would you like to try at UNIQLO? Let’s

start with you first, Fayeqa.

I do the work of alterations. I hem jeans and pants
that customers purchased using a sewing machine
within the specified time. I have been responsible
for alterations for almost five years. When 1 first
joined UNIQLO, I did not know anything about this
job. I learned the terms one by one by asking my
colleagues. I thought it was important to learn more

Japanese, so my husband and I enrolled in an online
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I Woulal like to make the most of

andle everything at the store.

class by the RHQ Support Center. My husband started
first by studying in the evening program for one year
in 2021, and I joined the daytime program for six
months, starting from October 2022 and finishing
March 2023. I asked UNIQLO to change my shift to
work for three hours in the evening so I can study in
the daytime program.

To be honest, I would like to do more than
alterations. I would like to serve customers while
stocking and organizing merchandise in the store,
but you need to be proficient in Japanese language to
serve customers. If you are not proficient enough to
speak Japanese and understand customer’s Japanese
properly, you may make mistakes. I want to learn
proper Japanese for customer service so [ will not
cause any inconvenience to customers. | always pay
attention to how my colleagues speak to customers
when I carry products to the store, and during the
break time, I ask Ms. Kimura (Acting Manager)
and my Japanese colleagues questions in the back
room to learn new words. In particular, I can learn
many new words by talking with part-time college
students, who start their shifts in the evening. All my
colleagues teach me Japanese language kindly and

politely. For customer service, I think I know what to
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say and when to say them, but I cannot speak fluently
when I try to put it into words. I believe I still have a
lot to learn. I think I will feel more comfortable using
Japanese once [ start serving customers in the store,
because the best way to improve your language skill
is to use it in real situations. I have already told the
manager of my wishes, and I would like to improve
my level of customer service and take on a wider
range of responsibilities. I would like to make the
most of this opportunity to work at UNIQLO by
learning everything and to handle everything at the

store.

Now, tell us about your husband, Hoda'’s job.

My husband prepares merchandise in the warehouse
to put them on the store shelves. He takes merchandise
out of the boxes according to orders received so that
they can be placed on store shelves.

He studied Japanese language every day from
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. for a year in the evening program
of the RHQ Support Center. He currently works in
the warehouse, but I feel that he would like to work
in the store like me. He does not speak much, so he

sometimes cannot express well how he really feels.
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We interviewed the Acting Manager, Ms. Kokoro Kimura,
who knows Fayeqa and Hoda well, about working with the couple at UNIQLO.

SRR D x4 azon grnanE EERTE
Ms. Kokoro Kimura UNIQLO Sakae SKYLE, Acting Manager

In this store, we have other non-Japanese staff members.
We always treat non-Japanese and Japanese members in
the same way as part of the team. I would describe Hoda
as “the life of the party.” He always greets us with a smile
and is thoughtful of the team. He has such good non-verbal
communication skills that we can communicate using
facial expressions and gestures. We do not have many male
colleagues in this store, but he helps his female colleagues
a lot by voluntarily replacing light bulbs in high places,
etc. He is very detailed with his cleaning work, and notices
and thoroughly removes even small dust particles. We are
very thankful for this too. Fayeqa is mainly responsible for
alterations, or hemming using a sewing machine. She is
highly skilled at her job and communicates well with the
team. I know that she wishes to do more than alterations, and
to do merchandising and serve customers. She understands
that serving customers requires a certain level of Japanese
language skills, so I think she is still a little worried. She
seems to be uncomfortable with the Japanese used for
serving customers, but I think it is important to carry the
hemmed products to the checkout counter more often and
to try creating opportunities to speak to customers little
by little. I believe that with a little more courage, she will
become confident about what she can do and gradually learn
to serve customers well.

On the non-work side of things, she calls me “Kimura-
sensei” (a way of addressing a teacher) with respect.

She asks me for advice on a variety of things. For example,
she shows me notices of insurance premium payments or tax
deduction procedures, and asks me to explain them. Some
of these administrative procedures are unfamiliar to me, so
we research them online one by one together and I give her
advice while learning myself.

Since it is harder for non-Japanese staff members to use
Japanese language, I hope to create a facilitating work
environment where non-Japanese members can express
themselves more easily so the team at the store can know

one another better.
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—— You graduated from Kabul University, a
prestigious university in Afghanistan. You had been
teaching at the university when you came to Japan
to study for a master’s degree in Nagoya Institute
of Technology. You did your PhD after publishing
several papers. How did you come to go to university

and teach there as a woman in Afghanistan?

When I left Afghanistan to study for a master’s
degree at Nagoya Institute of Technology,
which was then Kabul University’s sister
university in Japan, I was an assistant professor
at the Department of Electrical and Electronics
Engineering, Faculty of Engineering at Kabul
University. I needed to do master’s and doctoral
programs to further my career at Kabul University,
but at that point, I was already married and had
children, so as soon as I came to Japan, I brought
my husband and children to come and live with me.

I worked very hard on my research in the master’s
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program. During this time, I also presented papers
at the Toyohashi University of Technology and at
an international conference held in Korea.

Since I was a little girl, instead of being taught
by my parents, I used to play a game of “teaching
at school” with my friends where I used to act
as a teacher to teach my friends and sometimes |
played by using blackboard.

There were only three female professors in
the engineering department of the university to
where I entered, but there were more than 30-40%
female professors in other departments.

History of Afghanistan tells that Afghan

IBIFETTIZEES i1 & L 7

In my childhood, there was always war.

Rebels destroyed bridges, power line, and schools.
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women tried to live better through courage and
hard work. Among them were Marari, Zargona,
Rabia ...... and other famous and brave women

who made sacrifices to defend their homeland.

—— We assume it was hard for a woman to
receive education in Afghanistan. What challenges

did you face?

In my time, women had to face a series of
challenges to continue studying. In my childhood,
there was always war. Rebels destroyed bridges,
power lines, and schools. When I was in the 3rd
grade, I went to school and found the school
buildings were burned down in an arson fire.
Only the walls remained, so I studied until the 8th
grade in a school without books, ceiling, desks,
or chairs. Since there was no ceiling, we did not
have school on rainy days. Fortunately, my school
was not burned down during my high school
years, from 9th to 12th grade. When I entered
Kabul University, a quarter of my classmates
were female. However, rebels burned down Kabul
University’s buildings, reducing its library and

laboratories to ashes. My classmates fled from
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Afghanistan has been in turmoil since the 1970s, causing millions of Afghan refugees to flee to neighboring
countries, such as Pakistan and Iran. The civil war continued after that, and in 1996, the Islamic fundamentalist
Taliban overran the capital, Kabul, controlling 90% of the country by 1999. In response to the September 11
attacks in 2001, in New York, military actions against Al Qaeda and the Taliban began in October of the same
year under the leadership of the U.S. and U.K. and by December of the same year, the Taliban-controlled areas
were recaptured.
Subsequently, based on the Bonn Agreement of December 2001, Afghanistan made significant progress
toward democratization, with the formation of an interim government under President Karzai, adoption and
promulgation of a new constitution, appointment of MadamSadako Ogata to the special support representative
in July 2003, support for reconstruction efforts, a presidential election in October 2004, and so on. In 2014, the
country achieved democratic change of government and by the end of the same year, the political power was
transferred to the Afghan government from the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF).
In February 2020, the U.S. and the Taliban reached a peace agreement and in September of the same year, the
Afghan government and Taliban began the first full-scale peace talk in history. However, the conflict in 2021

forced many Afghan people to flee the country to neighboring countries, etc.
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Afghanistan. It was especially dangerous for
women, so many left the university. I stayed until I
finished college. I was the only female student who
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In Japan, if you can get a job that makes
use of your expertise, you may have more career
options. If there was an opportunity, what would

you like to try in the future?

I left Afghanistan to live in Japan, a safe country.
I am always grateful for the opportunity for me
and for my husband to work at UNIQLO and to
live with our family. Still, it pains me sometimes
to think of the time I taught at Kabul University.
I always worry and wonder how my students
are doing and if children are studying fine in
Afghanistan. I often think about these things. If by
some miracle, Afghanistan becomes peaceful and
I can return there, what can I do for Afghanistan?
My imagination is growing in many ways. If I
go back there, I would like to talk about Japan,
tell everyone about the good things about Japan
to make Afghanistan better, let Afghan children

receive education, use my expertise from college
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If by some miracle,

Afghanistan becomes peacefuland and I can return there,
I would like to help my home country become peaceful.
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and Japanese know-how to help Afghanistan

become peaceful, and so on.

— If UNIQLO store is to be opened in
Afghanistan, do you think Afghan people would
accept UNIQLO'’s clothes? Would you work at that
UNIQLO store?

I believe if UNIQLO store is to be opened
in Afghanistan, Afghan people would accept
UNIQLO?’s clothes. Men, in particular, would like
the clothes. UNIQLO’s clothes has good quality,
and I believe that their fleece and down jackets
would be in high demand during the cold winter in

Afghanistan. Afghan women’s clothes are colorful



CHAPTER 2

azZsaaH L7 7HZREZ Y TCRIELE S,
AZJ70DRIIT7HZREZYDAN=HBIZZIT
AnonsdeB0Ed, FICBEMHIE, 2=70
DIRETICAZERVWEYT, 2=/ 00RIEMH
BARWL, 77HZREZVODENLICIZ, 2
ZIJRADTY—=RREIT Ty fbDZ—X
PEWEBWET, 7T7HZRZVOLHEDR
. DI 7L THRPEERBREREZ - IAME
S21BRAZVDOT, SOOI/ ODROTHA
VI, bo b T 7HZREZVEITOBEWNEE
DANTHRFEINIE, 2= 0DRIFL TN
BERBVWET, bbAA, £HIH-T=0n, T
TI7HZRZVOEHTEBEES, ERT 2H
EIMEbhr ) EFHAN, ZORKOEHIC, F
1= 7 00EENATEDLADEDICHEST
WeWTd, INETHREDPERICHR 5 FR
ZlLT&E-oT, SOREBEOHRT—EBKaEY
HATWEZWTT,

o

and often feature many primary colors such as red
and yellow. I believe if UNIQLO launches more
colorful clothes for Afghan people, they will sell
well. Of course, I would work at the UNIQLO store
in Afghanistan. I am not sure if this will happen,
but I would like to prepare by learning about all
of the jobs at UNIQLO. I have faced adversity
many times, so I want to work hard in my current

environment.
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Living in Japan with my family
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——— Three of your children are growing up and
go to school in Japan. You worked as an assistant
professor at the university in Afghanistan before
studying in Japan. We hear that parents and their
children living in a foreign country experience
cultural and language gaps. How about your

family?

I have three children. My eldest son graduated
from high school this year, my second son is a high
school freshman, and my eldest daughter is in seventh
grade. Japan is a safe country and you can raise your
children without worrying. In particular, there are
no restrictions on women about studying or working,
and people have such good moral character so it is not
dangerous for a woman to walk by herself at night.
In this country, everyone follows rules. I learned
about these good things about Japan when I studied
here, which has made me a big fan. [ brought my

husband and children to Japan to live with me. My
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husband helped me while I worked on my master’s
thesis by working at a restaurant. Later, when I went
on to the doctoral program, my husband and children
were supportive. But I was helplessly anxious every
day because I was concerned about my family in
Afghanistan and had to decide whether or not to
return home when I finished studying in Japan. In
the end, I could not finish my PhD because I was
sick, but I decided against returning to the chaos of
Afghanistan and applied for refugee status in Japan,
which we received.

In the future, I hope that my children will be
able to work in Afghanistan and help people in

Biiteind L o ftFZo0TIEL O

I hope that my children will be able to work
and help people in need without discrimination,

like the late Dr. Tetsu Nakamura
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need without discrimination, like the late Dr. Tetsu
Nakamura, a Japanese doctor who changed the lives
of many Afghans in the NINGARHAR District of
Afghanistan.
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The Afghan Community in Nagoya
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Is there an Afghan community in Nagoya?

What are some community activities, if any?

As far as I know, there is no Afghan community in
Nagoya, but there is an Afghan restaurant. I know the
family that owns it, but we do not have any activities
as a community. As a community activity, we get
together for “Eid” (festival following the Ramadan
period). Muslims from many different countries
gather at mosques to celebrate. For this occasion,
we also participate as a family. For Eid, I really look
forward to going to the big mosque and celebrating

with the many Muslims that gather there.
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[REBEETLEZL, BARKAICEIRL L] LRLENEZETT,

Lian, who came to Japan with her parents through te resettlement program in 2017.
She first spent half a year completing Japanese language and other training programs
at the Refugee Assistance Headquarters (RHQ), affiliated with FWEAP,
and then settled in Kanagawa Prefecture with her parents. After that, she was admitted to a university in Kobe,
financed by a higher education program provided by theUNHCR Representation in Japan,
and is now studying international relations in Southeast Asia at a graduate school in Tokyo.
She determined to “return the favor to Japanese society when I complete my graduate studies.”

XAFEIL 2023 F£ 5 BICHREEEARBOR—LR—=Y TN LE-RELGHLI-HDTT,
X This article is reprinted from an article introduced on RHQ's website in May 2023.
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From Myanmar, Malaysia to Japan
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I remember feeling extremely sleepy on the day of our
arrival in Japan in the autumn six years ago (2017), after
leaving Malaysia in the previous night. I was also so tired
and groggy on the way from our home to the airport in
Kuala Lumpur with our limited baggage, after disposing of
all our family possessions, that my memory was vague.

It was towards the end of September that I arrived in
Japan with hopes and fears, feeling nervous from my first
flight experience. I remember the chilly air I felt at Narita
Airport. The cityscape of Japan I saw through the window
of the bus that RHQ arranged for us to travel from the
airport to the accommodation facility was very compact. |
thought the large number of small shops lining the streets
were cute. At the same time, the streets of Japan and
Japanese people rushing up and down them left me feeling

isolated, perhaps because being in an unfamiliar country
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| was always grateful to my parents,

with people speaking another language made me feel
lonely and uneasy. Now, however, the same landscape no
longer makes me feel that way; the sight of Japanese streets

now makes me feel safe and at home.

I was seven years old when we left Myanmar. My
parents told me that it was dangerous to be in Myanmar,
and the three of us fled to Malaysia. Although children
from Myanmar were not able to be officially admitted
into schools in Malaysia, I was lucky enough to attend
elementary school for two years there thanks to a kind
local teacher. After that, I continued with my studies in a
community-supported school. My parents worked hard
to pay my way through school while struggling to adapt
themselves to unfamiliar life conditions in Malaysia. I was
always grateful to my parents, who worked nonstop to
support me.

Myanmar people, including me, could be arrested
by Malaysian police at any time. Every time I heard of
someone close to me getting arrested, I was extremely
scared. I constantly felt threatened. One day, my parents
suddenly told me that they had decided to go to Japan.
At that time, Japan was “an unknown country” to me.
Although I had heard of its animation and cars, and the
kindness of its people, I had never met a single Japanese
person before, let alone knowing someone from Japan.
However, my parents made up their mind to move to Japan
for the good of my future. They wanted me to receive
regular education, find employment, and live a safe life.
Having understood their wish, I also became willing to
take on new challenges in Japan to repay my parents for

what they had done for me.

who worked hard and nonstop to support me.
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Learning Japanese - University - Graduate school
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I spent the first six months following our arrival
in Japan learning Japanese and attending orientation
programs to develop the knowledge required to live in
Japan at the RHQ Support Center along with fellow
Myanmar participants who had come from Malaysia
with us. During those six months, our living expenses
were paid by the Japanese government and we were
living in housing arranged by the government. I studied
Japanese very hard all day every day, as [ wanted to

have a good education and find a good job to return

the favor to my parents, who were too old to learn a
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| wish to work to help people who need help as | did in the past.
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new language easily. At the same time, I was making
necessary preparations for admission to a Japanese
university through the Refugee Higher Education
Program of UNHCR.

After completion of the settlement support program,
our family moved into housing arranged by RHQ,
and my parents began to work for separate companies
introduced by RHQ. I was admitted to a university in
Kobe, where I began my life away from my parents. |
had never lived away from my family and I felt lonely
when I left our home. However, I did not feel lonely
at the university dormitory, as I shared a room with
four roommates and enjoyed my student life every day.
Kobe is a beautiful city and I love it there. People in
the city were very kind as well. I made good friends
and concentrated on my studies. I wrote my graduation
thesis on “Food security in Myanmar.” Despite its
abundance of quality farmland and water resources,
Myanmar fails to make effective use of them. This
is why I thought that a bottom-up approach should
be employed to ensure food security for people in
Myanmar by keeping healthy and nutritious foods
available to them. I was thinking about my future after
graduating from university while writing this thesis.
Whether to seek employment or move on to graduate
education was a very difficult decision to make. I
wanted to live with my parents. I decided to go to a
graduate school located within commuting distance
from our home. I began studying international relations
in Southeast Asia as a graduate student this April. I
am now in the process of choosing a specific research
theme under the supervision of my supervisor. I am
thinking of working as a teacher or in the field of social
welfare after graduation. This is because I wish to work
to help people who have no learning opportunities and

people who need help as I did in the past.
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I am from the Chin tribe in Myanmar. The Union of
Myanmar was a multiethnic country that comprised 135
ethnic groups. Coming from the Chin tribe, I spent ten
years of my childhood in Malaysia and [ am now living
in Japan. As a result of my special experience, I now
speak Chin, Myanmarese (Burmese), Malay, Indonesian,
English, and Japanese. I see my identity as a mix of Chin,
Myanmar, Malaysia, and Japan. I feel like the childhood
me is connected to the present me by living in different
cultures with different languages. As someone with a
mixed identity, I have come to Japan, where I have found
my future. When I was in Myanmar and Malaysia, I
never saw a future in front of me, however hard I tried. I
experienced political anxiety and passed through many
dangers and scares. Now, however, I am living in the safe

environment of Japan with peace of mind. At present,
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there are many things that I can try in the future, which
means there are just as many possibilities. I have learned in
Japan that taking on challenges will lead to your growth. I
have made up my mind to return the favor to the Japanese
people and Japanese society after completing my graduate
studies. To this end, [ am determined to move courageously

into the future.
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sir!
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Good morning, everyone!
Today, we are going
to complete the prototype.
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dent of NAN VIET Co., Ltd.
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Thank you
boss for the BBQ
the other day.
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Yes boss!
Then we
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Right. So,
finish the work

nice and carefully.
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I'm Dinhvan Phan, o former
refugee from Vietnam who
came fo Jopan as a boat person.
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I'm now running a

metal processing company
in Higashiosako.
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All the staff are Vietnamese.
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They work hard,

and it feels like they are my family members.
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Required tolerances are 1 to 5 microns.
Processing technology more precise than
competitors' is our business strength.
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Hmm. It's still bigger for
20 microns.
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Check the heat expansion
coefficient and try again.
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Alright boss! Hello,

this is Nanetsu...
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About the order
you asked us the
other day?
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A spec change?
I see... could you
give us a week or so?
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We worked more
thoroughly than competitors
r— fo gain trust and increase
= our customer base in Japan.
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Under the motto of

"trust, technology, and patience,"
we've always met customers' needs.
We were never late for deadlines
—even for prototypes

and small-lot production.
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The hard work paid off and

we now have over 70 customers.
Using 20 machines, we produce precision
parts for global machine manufacturers.

JA

TN R

TN R

l"“-.'
% P el !
X 1 TlEED LS IC
& i BLEzdoT! !
.. Ok!
So we'll do that!
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Some gained experience here
and became independent.
We Vietnamese have helped each other.
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It's been more than 40 years since

| escaped Vietnam ond survived.

| worked harder than others to get to where | am now.
Also, | was helped by others more than most.
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In 1980, | and my friends
got on a bamboo boat and

escaped, but the boat drifted ,,,

1975, N M FLESEOD
AN kLB LY
Fhrzbl3EEiciEao o

South Vietnam's loss in the Vietnam
War in 1975 put us in extreme distress.
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My father, who was a high-ranking
the then government officiol,

was executed. Being o codet at

that time, my life was also in danger.
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It's been seven days

since the engine
broke down ,,,
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I think we're somewhere
around the Taiwan Strait.
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Look! A Japanese

.....

ATV RUOEN !
Everyone, go for it!
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After being rescued by o passing Jopanese

fishing boat, we landed in Okinawa.

Then we were admitted to the Jupanese

Red Cross Society’s refugee camp,

the Motobu International Friendship Center.

e AR AT B 4T 4 I
$ 5 TRADESICELT N,
TIVAA Lol s 5 T < i,

People in Motobu Town treated us like their own
friends and even gave us an opportunity
to work as part-timers.

| o LAl
M AR R T T A

AECLIR
HAa2rHE
Enh
HmhLxdx!

You've been
through a lot.
We will do what
we can to help!

HHHALH!
Bhdrotz k! !
SARRT
BRIZL X9,

N FLADHRALD
BEA T !

C b) ‘ : Thank you!
Vietnamese . = That was a great
work really __ help! Let's have a
hard. ' meal at my house.
' Call your
Vietnamese friends!




ZLHET oL
Holnt ZZIlz@lkbwvink
RPMFLEIREEDL

HLUTW2h s Then you
Delicious! s should stay here.
cious!

This tastes a

HODBED,
BEIADBLIIC
Rl T i 7
Thank you.

[ am grateful
for your kindness.

ZTAZAEEFRERD VLR 27T AVAHT
BEIEEANBEA—2 T ) TIZTL & _- BAILLRBAKEAD?

We should start thinking about Phan, you are
where to settle down. z going to join the
I'm going to Australia because o N military in the
my relatives are there. States, right?

ﬁﬁ L2 TWIEHR
A
FEDOANIHIZHEEIZAR Y
WEIZAEPLEBS TS
I'was thinking about it,
but after getting support
' s from the people of

RizT A I HE Motobu Town,
I'm going to the States. 1think I'd like to

stay in Japan.




BAGBNBR- LB E.  \ 3 ) 2l bo

WwohriiBELED ! = & %
IDDABL I EREIE R

We'll all be apart but / L .

will see each other again! This is our spiritual

home, isn't it.

LTHRUET 7 BUAEHEID
IEERE (R > 2 —ICAFR.

. BoOAENT ZHBIE ST,
TORFIARERIEXAS D TR - | Then I was admitted to the Himeji Resettlement
Yeah, we'll get Ul =1  Promotion Center, run by the Foundation
together in Motobu. il : for the Welfare and Education of the Asion People.

i N This is when my second life began.

R OME S g T EEICERT B0
Ergomtc. HAI -7 F —HALRI
REPNF. ELFAR To adapt to Japanese living,

At the center, | studied Japanese ; I learned the social rules and etiquette.
conversation, writing, and grammar.
REPEED

B V2T
il - / W | need to remember

HE LI the tax and pension

. systems,,,
Chinese characters v

are difficult ,,,

ToTHIWTT
Yes, I'm interested.

[ mER I r 57555 2 S
FIIEAE2LF

How do you like the
manufacturing
business? (
You can gain technical ' Ft. L2 —OBEEREDHH
| knowledge. RBELERICELT N
- The occupational counselor at the center
worked hard fo find employment for me.
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#BABEDOIEWILDZOETHIIT %I
Bifiz BB EDKRYEEER T

To become independent in a country
where | have nothing to back myself,
I thought | should develop marketable skills.

ZOERITIT 10 E#D, ZORBEEST
KRB DEEERR S 1 X L 1.
| worked for this company for 10 years,

and with that experience, | joined RISE Co., Ltd.,

a manufacturing company in Osaka City.

N EH—4ERaEHE. SEMIOFMEEW:.
i [SOMFFIETIFRICETREL TV
] | worked hard every doy and improved

i my metal processing skills. Then, before | knew it,
| | became the foctory manager.
LHLALCIEBESDEtE
2KBEWVS. BhHoT,
But | had a dream of starting

my own company.

T

T

- R

BOtE.
MaEsdH H 4
Mr. Sakoguchi,
canlhavea
minute with you?

r--b ot K
77 vBiit+9 BEEABIIROEED
gf;;ég%%; / BATsL. AF LT L

: yw ™
= N ;ﬁ’;: Y /=2 Tl introduce
. Tunderstood. v { M{( V& || customers and jobs
Esruyv;a?dofrcl)(fﬂs l‘"\ —F because you work earnestly.
; = w,
Now I'll support o
your dream.

B, HOARES

T¥0ET! H#HE
ZOMBREEhEHEA

Thank you so much!
Mr. Sakoguchi, I'll always
remember your kindness.

In 2004, | finally starfed my business.
Just me and my wife,

and we only had two machines,

but we were hopeful.

WMHERASB S TB AT,
Ehabidiziz
WV 6 I

L LERIEETH
B LD Tz

But the reality was very hard,,,

I can't be late.

2004 &, BN THIIZ R LT i s )
ZLTA #BREEDOTH 2B, ErboToLB@EoBHL
ARITABIMT ST Darling, you've been working

without a break since
this morning.

The deadline is coming.
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bbb o LmERY 50

Okay.
I'll do some more work too.

FAE —— XIS A TWFIE,
BFERATNBEELCT.

| thought | could gain trust if | believes in my skills,
provides higher quality than competitors, and met
customer needs.

IOz E L. it abm

B4 DB NHRELET
BELVLIDEATW T

My daily efforts paid off,

and my customer base gradually expanded.

The promise of that day Learning MANGA | CHAPTER 4

WobLbdHhHLED
Thank you as always.

ZZ X CHRE2HE»T
"ERYL

RS DIE—BRIEP SR
It takes a long

time to gain trust,

but it can be lost in the
blink of an eye.

B

bl ofttik
VobnEEL T bR
You guys always do a good job.

SE MHEVD
SEHLBN TS &
I'll introduce you
my friend's company.

HHABLESI TTET!
TELRABEHRL LT !
Thank you very much sir!

I promise we'll do a good job!

bELR
ABITIELCEY.,
IR EH R 2 —.
BEEHE. WOIE.
BEGEE, H#EICEASNT
ZTETHENDL

From Motobu to the Himeji
Resettlement Promotion Center,

the occupational counselors,

Mr. Sakoguchi, and

my customers. I’m here now

because of everyone’s support.




2023 F 6 B, HiE,
HERITTIHNDN,
T VHEIIEESDEDD
KELGENHLS -1,

June 2023. Okinawa.

and for another important reason.

fEOZ LiTEN T,

just enjoy yourselves!
N

Dinhvan Phan came here for o company trip

BuoxhELATI ! !
Forget about work and

\ i@ 7S 5 —
o

Okinawa!

EF VRV 7200 R RV
I want to see the
beautiful sea!

EARIES =
Yes, Mr. Phan.

L =T
EEf !

[ can't wait to
swim in the pool!

HRABRELEITEh ol
A ZAHHE

Now, T will...

Ny

I'm so glad everyone is having fun. | il

KEREEIZHITZ D &

Let’s go to the aguarium.
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-y

77!
ALKRY I~
Phan!

Long time no see.

HAATRTTR T

40 FERXYVITHh DT BH
HOHDOHERH KSR L HTDTE,

For the first time in 40 years,
my old friends came from the States and
Australia. Qur promise was finally fulfilled.

TAVAPA—-A S UTHoEE L,

HZTEhrol)
So nice to see all of
you again, all healthy!

L L

L

/[
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. 20%. BAET ﬁ i i \
|']J m‘?@ . A BTHULAWLLL:

vl AERBTIRIS &SR LT, & 2 o g DEE X A
| S £ Bl
i e S e . - {ludilfs,

::!ﬁl.) Motobu Town Hall to show our - Ay L sea so long ago, the

gratitude and make donations. people of Motobu
Town accepted us

_ with warm hearts.

ZHLTETRELOGHFL %
CAZAGhBEAPERIZ L%
DOLELL{BoTWET,
I'm so grateful that we can finally
show our appreciation and give a
gift in return.

RoLtGFLEILZIONT
ooz R FTH Ik

I finally feel relieved

now that we could show our
appreciation.

7. =Dk NN
That’s right!!

3 5 e '@‘
TOT LT EHmEIcE L

mY EF SN ATRIECHRB0 | ALesbie ,

ht-bt BREBA T M, > BALT EHOBE

This was reported in the local newspaper, 67‘; L o Et"'”‘ Ak 2

and people at the town hall, including Y 9) ;’J’f Igftts %0 HEE th;‘ — vz

the mayor, were happy to see us again. 7/ e 5 4 ﬁr(s)t(zir‘;lxﬁﬁsalgzyor = Sounds good.
L5 Ja | 4
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SBIEboT

It looks different now,,,

iy

.

huwiyaK

But the sunset is
still beautiful.

ZOMTHEL LD
We'll see each
other again here.

swEL

40 FitE L DAERET DA
BUADEDLE TN,

| visited Motobu Town for the first fime
in 40 years, and felt the warmth of the
people all over again.

CHELETEHNSEHITNIE
AEREREGD > NG,
CTIBZDIBEEEERLTWVWS,
WOETHIDBERNEN: -

| may not have chosen fo stay in Japan if

I had never experienced this warmth.

| really feel that this place is

my second hometown. I'll always remember this sea...

2o
B DI 5

This is our second
hometown, isn't it.
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President of America-Japan Society, Former Ambassador of Japan to the U. S.
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Prof. of Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences , Univ. of Tsukuba
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Senior Advisor of Japan Arts Council, Honorary Researcher of National Institute for Educational Policy Research, Japan
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Special Advisor to the President of Japan International Cooperation Agency, Prof. Emeritus of the Univ. of Tokyo
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President and CEO of Japan Finance Organization for Municipalities. Former Vice-Minister of Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications
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Director of Sinhan Bank Japan, Former Chairperson of Shinsei Bank
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Minister of Finance, Former Chairman of LDP General Affairs Committee, Former Minister for the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games, Former Minister of the Environment
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From the Secretariat of FWEAP

o CORIMETE b -> TRHL.HATH
HMLUTWVREFHROANEEA VR 12—
FANTHNLTVET B E . HODA
EZIROERZDE—ANTCEDICRIIADHD X
TIRL AL DIEZT Z5DTIEELA
ZTNZTNCEZTTERELEND D 7,

o Slal T OMEICHED S T2 & TUEFHR
DFh SEZBFEZEME TV SN
HO XL GhZH D5 L RVOBEZ 8
RO X I BRI E L HRELTH
RICENTZBIZNEDOHTRERMZ L
TVWET B LAWK D &AL T LO
NEZHD L,

oo HEEDPWEE R RO MR TR D T Z M
Bictim GROVEEZ R > THAEEZ% >
TVWa HREZZATANIEBETTZNET
W OMEETE 5 1213 T RDIC SR ERmIC A E
B NEBRECZRDIT T EEZE LT
WBANTEBE B> X2 DANICHATHZ S
RoceZzH->TEbWIEWERNWE L,

+¢ Through interviews and comics, this
supplementary volume of “Ai” introduces the lives
of refugees who came to Japan by chance and have
settled here. When we look back on our lives, each
of us has drama. We all have a history of our lives

that can never be compared to others.

+;» Being involved in this issue as editors, we weve
able to talk to refugees who have settled in Japan.
When we finished listening to them, we felt as if we
had finished watching a long movie. People who
came to Japan as refugees have made major
decisions during their lives. we would say that we
weve introduced to lives that were more

unbelievable and eventful than movies.

i+ After overcoming struggles and difficulties,
refugees are people who can turn adversity into
opportunity and have a strong to live. They have
faced a series of challenging situations. Still, they
discover small joys and appreciate happiness while

living their lives to the fullest. we wanted more

people to know about the refugees living in Japan.

o INH DL HRERTIE., HiE O EM
#b o T — RO Z Bl /KRB E -
el Eo TV % X5 Rid$x ., Ak
KTCTHNTRCenTcENRERVETO
T DEREAELD B TIE LW EM 5
DICEDTENT EABNITEHAEFEZ BHE
Wiz EVwE T,

+3» We, the editor’s office, will continue to introduce
articles that make you feel, after reading, as if you
have just finished watching a movie. So that if there
is a topic you want us to cover or if you have any

questions, please write to us.

Bu fFH ﬁ Supplementary volume of “Ai”

HIE - 317
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produced and published by
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